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House Speaker John Boehner, of Ohio, and the House GOP leadership leave after a news conference on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012, following a closed-door GOP strategy session. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

Obama, Boehner speak by phone on ‘fiscal cliff’ 


AWKWARD 

RECEPTION 

GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — It was sup¬ 
posed to be an amicable 
meeting between close 
friends. Instead, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu’s visit to Germany has 
been soured by Berlin’s re¬ 
fusal to oppose a Palestin¬ 
ian U.N. statehood bid and 
anger throughout Europe 
over Israeli plans to expand 
settlements around Jerusa¬ 
lem. 

The sensitivity of Netanya¬ 
hu's trip to one of Israel's 
closest allies in Europe of¬ 
fers a taste of the increas¬ 
ing displeasure on the con¬ 
tinent at his government's 
seeming intransigence, 
particularly over Jewish set¬ 
tlements on lands the Pal¬ 
estinians want for a future 
state. 

Europeans, however, ap¬ 
pear at a loss to develop 
an effective strategy of 
their own to pressure Israel 
to move forward on a mori¬ 
bund peace process with 
the deeply divided Pales¬ 
tinians. 



Israel's Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
addresses the media in 
Prague, Czech Republic, 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Petr David Josek) 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama and 
House of Representatives 
Speaker John Boehner 
spoke for the first time in 
days Wednesday in a tele¬ 
phone discussion over the 
fiscal cliff, following sev¬ 
eral days of political spar¬ 
ring over steps to prevent 
a looming year-end series 
of automatic tax increases 
and spending cuts. 

The call, disclosed by a 
Boehner spokesman, raises 
the possibility that nego¬ 
tiations will soon resume 
between the White House 
and congressional lead¬ 
ers to head off what some 
economists warn could be 
a serious blow to an econo¬ 
my still recovering from the 


Great Recession. It came 
on the same day a new 
poll showed support for the 
re-elected Obama, who is 
demanding that Repub¬ 
licans agree to raise tax 
rates on upper incomes as 
part of a deal to rein in fu¬ 
ture deficits. 

Republican leaders say 
they will agree to higher 
revenue but only by clos¬ 
ing loopholes or reducing 
tax breaks rather than rais¬ 
ing rates. The opposition 
has struggled to remain 
united and find its footing 
in talks with a president 
emboldened by his No¬ 
vember election victory 
and unified congressional 
Democrats. 

An AP-GfK poll showed 


Wednesday that there is 
clear support for Obama's 
position, as well as dwin¬ 
dling support for cutting 
government services as 
the best way to curb bud¬ 
get deficits. The findings 
seemed to strengthen 
Obama’s hand in his fiscal 
cliff negotiations with Re¬ 
publicans. The president 
also wants to cut spending, 
but by less than the Repub¬ 
licans want. 

In the poll, 48 percent 
want tax cuts on income 
exceeding $250,000 to ex¬ 
pire in January while con¬ 
tinuing them for everyone 
else. Just 32 percent want 
to renew the tax cuts for 
everyone. More people 
want to cut government 


services than raise taxes to 
reduce federal deficits, but 
the number with that pref¬ 
erence has been dropping 
since last year. 

White House advisers say 
Obama wants to avoid go¬ 
ing into next year without 
a tax and spending deal, 
a scenario they say would 
hurt the economy. Obama, 
addressing business leaders 
Wednesday, said the White 
House and Republicans 
could reach an agreement 
“in about a week” if the 
Republicans drop their op¬ 
position to raising taxes on 
families making more than 
$250,000 a year. 


Continued on Page 4 
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Weapons for Libya approved by U.S. fell into Islamist hands 



A sign thanking the emir of Qatar for supporting Libyan rebels, in Benghazi, Libya. The Obama 
administration secretly gave its blessing to arms shipments to Libyan rebels from Qatar in 2011, but 
American officials later became alarmed as evidence grew that Qatar was turning some of the 
weapons over to Islamic militants, according to U.S. officials and foreign diplomats. 

(Bryan Denton/The New York Times) 


JAMES RISEN 
MARK MAZZETTI 
MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The 
Obama administration se¬ 
cretly gave its blessing to 
arms shipments to Libyan 
rebels from Qatar last year, 
but U.S. officials later grew 
alarmed as evidence grew 
that Qatar was turning 
some of the weapons over 
to Islamic militants, accord¬ 
ing to U.S. officials and for¬ 
eign diplomats. 

No evidence has emerged 
linking the weapons pro¬ 
vided by the Qataris during 
the uprising against Moam- 
mar Gadhafi to the attack 
that killed four Americans 
at the U.S. diplomatic com¬ 
pound in Benghazi, Libya, 
in September. 

But in the months before, 
the Obama administration 
clearly was worried about 
the consequences of its 
hidden hand in helping 
arm Libyan militants, con¬ 
cerns that have not previ¬ 


ously been reported. 

The experience in Libya has 
taken on new urgency as 
the administration consid¬ 
ers whether to play a direct 


role in arming rebels in Syria, 
where weapons are flowing 
in from other countries. 

The Obama administration 
did not initially raise objec¬ 


tions when Qatar began 
shipping arms to opposi¬ 
tion groups in Syria, even if 
it did not offer encourage¬ 
ment, according to current 


and former administration 
officials. Buf fhey said fhe 
United States has growing 
concerns that, just as in Lib¬ 
ya, the Qataris are equip¬ 
ping some of fhe wrong 
militants. 

Within weeks of endorsing 
Qatar’s plan to send weap¬ 
ons there in spring 2011, the 
White House began receiv¬ 
ing reports that they were 
going to Islamic militant 
groups. 

They were “more anti¬ 
democratic, more hard¬ 
line, closer to an extreme 
version of Islam” than the 
main rebel alliance in Lib¬ 
ya, said a former Defense 
Department official. 

The Qatari assistance to 
fighters viewed as hostile 
by the United States dem¬ 
onstrates the Obama ad¬ 
ministration’s continuing 
struggles in dealing with 
the Arab Spring uprisings, 
as it tries to support popular 
protest movements while 
avoiding U.S. military en¬ 
tanglements. □ 
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As Netanyahu visits chaos in Cairo as Islamists 
ELI, relations frayed battle opponents 


er Wednesday. Anti-Morsi 
protesters stormed and set 
ablaze the Brotherhood of¬ 
fices in Suez and Ismailia, 
east of Cairo, and there 


ing that Morsi rescind the 
decrees giving him nearly 
unrestricted powers and 
shelve the controversial 
draft constitution the presi¬ 



Protesters opposed to Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi 
evacuate and injured fellow protester during clashes between 
supporters of president Mohammed Morsi and their rivals in front 
of the president palace, in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 
2012. Supporters and opponents of Egyptian leader Mohammed 
Morsi pelted each other with rocks and firebombs and fought with 
sticks outside the presidential palace in Cairo on Wednesday, as 
a new round of protests deepened the country's political crisis. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Nasser) 


Continued from front 


And it was unclear how 
hard Germany was pre¬ 
pared to push the Israelis. 
The European Union came 
nowhere near a united 
front when the U.N. Gen¬ 
eral Assembly voted last 
week to upgrade the Pal¬ 
estinians’ diplomatic status 
— effectively recognizing a 
Palestinian state in the West 
Bank, east Jerusalem and 
Gaza Strip, territories cap¬ 
tured by Israel in the 1967 
Mideast war. 

In a slap to Israel, its clos¬ 
est European allies — Brit¬ 


ain, Germany, Italy and 
France — all abstained or 
voted with the Palestinians. 
The Czech Republic, where 
Netanyahu stopped on his 
way to Berlin, was the only 
EU country to join the U.S. 
and Israel in voting against 
the measure. Since the set¬ 
tlement announcement, at 
least six European countries 
— Britain, France, Spain, 
Sweden, Denmark and 
Italy — and the EU in Brus¬ 
sels have called in Israeli 
ambassadors to protest 
the plan. Germany didn’t 
join them, but still issued 
a sharp expression of dis¬ 
pleasure. Merkel has long 
criticized Israel's settlement 
activities, and her spokes¬ 
man, Steffen Seibert, said 
the move was “undermin¬ 
ing confidence” in Israel’s 
“readiness to negotiate.” 


On Wednesday, however, 
Israel pushed the settle¬ 
ment plan further along in 
the planning pipeline, and 
Palestinian President Mah¬ 
moud Abbas said he would 
seek U.N. Security Council 
help in blocking the con¬ 
struction. 

Nevertheless, German an¬ 
alysts say they don’t see 
a fundamental change in 
Germany’s overall policy 
toward Israel. Support for 
Israel has been a corner¬ 
stone of German policy — 
in part due to the sense of 
responsibility rooted in the 
Nazi Flolocaust. 


Merkel appears concerned 
about the long-term route 
to a two-state solution — a 
Jewish Israel alongside a 
Palestinian nation — and 
a continuing lack of con¬ 
crete Israeli plans on how 
to achieve that goal, said 
Sylke Tempel, a Mideast ex¬ 
pert at the German Coun¬ 
cil on Foreign Relations. 
“We do want to have a 
two-state solution. We do 
understand that it's much 
more difficult than it seems, 
we do understand it's not 
only the settlements that 
are in the way of a two- 
state solution, we do un¬ 
derstand that the Palestin¬ 
ians have to do their part 
as well,” she said. “But 
you have to come around 
and give us some ideas as 
to how you would like to 
proceed.”□ 


AYA BATRAWY 
HAMZA HENDAWI 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt de¬ 
scended into political tur¬ 
moil on Wednesday over 
the constitution drafted by 
Islamist allies of President 
Mohammed Morsi, and 
at least 211 people were 
wounded as supporters 
and opponents battled 
each other with firebombs, 
rocks and sticks outside the 
presidential palace. 

Four more presidential 
aides resigned in protest 
over Morsi’s handling of the 
crisis, and a key opponent 
of the Islamist president lik¬ 
ened Morsi's rule to that of 
ousted authoritarian leader 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Both sides were digging in 
for a long struggle, with the 
opposition vowing more 
protests and rejecting any 
dialogue unless the char¬ 
ter is rescinded, and Morsi 
pressing relentlessly for¬ 
ward with plans for a Dec. 
15 constitutional referen¬ 
dum. 

“The solution is to go to the 
ballot box," declared Mah¬ 
moud Ghozlan, a spokes¬ 
man for Morsi’s Muslim 
Brotherhood, asserting the 
charter was “the best con¬ 
stitution Egypt ever had.” 
The clashes outside the 
presidential palace in 
Cairo’s Heliopolis district 
marked an escalation in 
the deepening crisis. It was 
the first time supporters of 
rival camps fought each 
other since last year’s anti- 
Mubarak uprising, when 
the authoritarian leader's 
loyalists sent sword-wield¬ 
ing supporters on horses 
and camels into Cairo’s 
Tahrir square in what be¬ 
came one of the uprising’s 
bloodiest days. 

The large scale and inten¬ 
sity of the fighting marked a 
milestone in Egypt’s rapidly 
entrenched schism, pitting 
Morsi's Brotherhood and 
ultra-conservative Islamists 
in one camp, against liber¬ 
als, leftists and Christians in 
the other. 

The violence spread to oth¬ 
er parts of the country lat¬ 


were clashes in the industri¬ 
al city of Mahallah and fhe 
province of Menoufiyah in 
fhe Nile Delta north of fhe 
capital. 

Compounding Morsi’s 
woes, four of his advisers 
resigned, joining two other 
members of his 17-member 
advisory panel who have 
abandoned him since the 
crisis began. 

Mohamed ElBaradei, a 
leading opposition reform 
advocate, said Morsi’s rule 
was “no different" than 
Mubarak’s. “In fact, it is 
perhaps even worse,” the 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
told a news conference 
after he accused the presi¬ 
dent’s supporters of a “vi¬ 
cious and deliberate” at¬ 
tack on peaceful demon¬ 
strators outside the palace. 
“Cancel the constitutional 
declarations, postpone 
the referendum, stop the 
bloodshed, and enter a 
direct dialogue with the 
national forces,” he wrote 
on his Twitter account, ad¬ 
dressing Morsi. 

“History will give no mercy 
and the people will not for¬ 
get." 

The opposition is demand¬ 


dent's Islamist allies rushed 
through last week in a 
marathon, all-night session 
shown live on state TV. 

The huge scale of the op¬ 
position protests has dealt 
a blow to the legitimacy 
of the new charter, which 
Morsi’s opponents contend 
allows religious authorities 
too much influence over 
legislafion, threatens to 
restrict freedom of expres¬ 
sion and opens the door to 
Islamist control over day- 
to-day life. In addition, the 
country's powerful judges 
say they will not take on 
their customary role of over¬ 
seeing the referendum. Za- 
ghloul el-Balshi, secretary 
general of the state com¬ 
mittee organizing the refer¬ 
endum, said on the private 
Al-Hayat television that he 
would not go ahead with 
preparations for the vote 
until the fighting stopped 
and Morsi rescinded his de¬ 
crees. The country’s new 
attorney general, a Morsi 
appointee, hit back, or¬ 
dering an investigation of 
Ahmed El-Zind, chairman 
of the judges’ union that is 
spearheading the call for a 
boycotf.Q 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel welcomes the Prime Minister 
of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, in the chancellery in Berlin, 
Germany, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012 for a joint dinner prior to 
intergovernmental talks on Thursday. 

(AP Photo/Hopd/Guido Bergmann) 
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Obama, Boehner speak by phone on ‘fiscal cliff’ 


Continued from front 

“If we can get the lead¬ 
ership on the Republican 
side to take that frame¬ 
work, to acknowledge that 
reality, than the numbers 
actually aren’t that far 
apart,” Obama said. But 
with few public signs that 
Republicans are close to 
taking that step, adminis¬ 
tration officials are hard¬ 
ening their warnings that 
Obama is willing to risk go¬ 
ing over the cliff. Treasury 
Secretary Timothy Geithner 
said Wednesday that the 
Obama administration is 
“absolutely” ready for that 
risky step. Geithner said in 
an interview on CNBC the 



President Barack Obama smiles as he is introduced by Jim 
McNerney, chief executive officer of The Boeing Company, 
before speaking about the fiscal cliff during an address before the 
Business Roundtable, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012, in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 
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administration thinks bud¬ 
get deficits are so large 
that they can't be closed 
without boosting tax rates 
on the wealthiest 2 per¬ 
cent of Americans. He also 
said that the administra¬ 
tion would reject a budget 
plan that didn’t include 
an increase in the federal 
borrowing limit, which is ex¬ 
pected to expire early next 
year. However, Geithner 
said he still thinks progress is 
being made in the budget 
negotiations and that the 
outlines of an agreement 
are becoming clearer. 
“They look inevitable,” 
he said, the Republicans, 
Sen. Tom Coburn became 
the latest to break ranks 
and say he could support 
Obama’s demand for an 
increase in tax rates at up¬ 
per incomes as part of a 
comprehensive plan to cut 
federal deficits. A hand¬ 
ful of other Republicans 
in both houses have said 
in recent days they could 
support raising the top tax 
rates. In the House, con¬ 
servatives say they suspect 
Boehner let it be known 
he wouldn’t mind the dis¬ 
cussion, even though he 
made a case in a closed- 
door meeting of the rank 
and file last week that rais¬ 
ing rates would be worse 
for the economy than rais¬ 
ing revenue by closing tax 
loopholes. House Major¬ 
ity Leader Eric Cantor said 
Republicans want to “sit 
down with the president. 
We want to talk specifics." 
He noted that the Repub¬ 
licans had made a com¬ 
promise offer earlier in the 
week and the White House 
had rejected it. Eventually, 
Democrats acknowledge, 
there will be compromise 
talks, possibly quite soon, 
toward an agreement that 
raises revenues and reins 
in the federal Medicare 
health care program for 
the elderly and other gov¬ 
ernment benefit programs, 
and perhaps raises the 
government’s $16.4 trillion 
borrowing limit. For now, 
the demonstration of presi¬ 
dential inflexibility appears 
designed to show that, un¬ 
like two years ago, Obama 
will refuse to sign legislation 
extending Bush-era top- 
rate tax cuts and will allow 


public and private pressure 
to build on the Republican 
leadership. 

So far, the Republicans 
have offered to support 
non-specified increases to 
raise tax revenues by $800 
billion over a decade but 
has rejected Obama’s de¬ 
mand to let the top income 
tax rate rise from 35 per¬ 
cent to 39.6 percent. 

The “fiscal cliff,” with its 
year-end deadline, refers 
to increases that would 
affect every worker who 
pays federal income tax, 
as well as spending cuts 
that would begin to bite 
defense and domestic pro¬ 
grams alike. Economists in 
and out of government say 
the combination carries 
the risk of a new recession, 
at a time the economy is 
still struggling to recover ful¬ 
ly from the worst slowdown 
in decades. The Dec. 31 
deadline dates back to an 
August 2011 partisan stand¬ 
off that led the Treasury to 
the brink of America’s first- 
ever default and prompt¬ 
ed Standard & Poor's to re¬ 
duce the rating for govern¬ 
ment bonds. Avoiding that 
crisis led directly to the cur¬ 
rent standoff, since part of 
the compromise then was 
to set in motion the spend¬ 
ing cuts that Obama and 
Congress are now trying 
to avoid. Democratic Sen. 
Chuck Schumer, taunted 
the Republican leaders of 
the House. They are “like 
generals, hunkered away 
in a bunker, who don't re¬ 
alize that their army in the 
field has already laid down 
its arms," he said. House 
Republicans opened the 
week by proposing a defi¬ 
cit reduction plan that in¬ 
cludes raising $800 billion in 
higher revenue and curtail¬ 
ing cost-of-living increases 
for Social Security pensions 
and other government 
benefit programs as part 
of a plan to cut deficits by 
$2.2 trillion over a decade. 
In addition, they recom¬ 
mended raising the age 
of eligibility for Medicare 
beginning in a decade, a 
step that generates no sav¬ 
ings in the next 10 years but 
makes longer-term chang¬ 
es that would strengthen 
the program's financial 
foundation. □ 
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Q: Where can people donate money to be used to pay 
rewards to people who give tips to report dogfighting? 

— Mike Cooper, Atlanta 

A: The Humane Society of the United States has a reward 
program that pays $5,000 for a "valid tip" that leads to the 
"arrest and conviction of a puppy mill operator for illegal 
animal cruelty” and of anyone "involved in dogfighting 
and cockfighting, " according to HumaneSociety.org. For 
questions and information about the reward program, call 
202-452-1100. 

Q: News stories say most CEOs supported Mitt Romney in 
the presidential election. Which CEOs supported President 
Barack Obama? 

— Eldridge Holland, Atlanta 

A: Warren Buffett (Berkshire Hathaway), Bill Gates (Microsoft), 
Jeffrey Kafzenberg (DreamWorks Animation), Marc Benioff 
(Salesforce.com), Marissa Mayer (Yahoo!) and Kenneth 
Cole (Kenneth Cole) are among the CEOs who contributed 
to Obama's campaign, according to published reports. 
Benioff, who is also fhe chairman of the tech company he 
founded, helped raise more than $500,000 for Obama’s 
campaign by hosting a fund-raiser fhat was $35,800 a plate. 
Benioff also contributed $10,000 to Paul Ryan’s political 
action committee, according to CNN.com. "My approach 
to politics is that I’m not a Democrat or a Republican, " 
Benioff said. "I’m an American, and I always support 
candidates I think are great for fhe counfry.” 

Q: Is there any data on the total number of federal 
governmenf employees af the end of each fiscal year from 
2008 through 2012? 

— Russ Desmelik, Cumming, Ga. 

A: The U.S. Office of Personnel Management provides 
official information about the federal workforce. The 
data cover total end-of-year civilian employment of full¬ 
time permanent, temporary, part-time and intermittent 
employees, according to opm.gov. Its total federal 
government employment data, only available through 
2010, show: 

2008: 4.2 million federal employees (including 2.69 million 
in the executive branch, which includes the U.S. Postal 
Service, and 1.45 million uniformed military personnel) 

2009: 4.43 million federal employees (including 2.77 million 
in the executive branch and 1.59 million uniformed military 
personnel) 

2010: 4.44 million federal employees (including 2.77 million 
in the executive branch and 1.6 million uniformed military 
personnel). The 2010 figures also include temporary 
employees for the decennial census. 

Q: Could you please give a brief bio of Thomas Peterffy, 
who sponsored those anti-socialism TV spots? What is his 
political business background? 

— Lance DeLoach, Thomaston, Ga. 

A: Peterffy was born in Budapest, Hungary, in 1944 and 
couldn’t speak English when he arrived in the United States 
in 1965. He began designing commodities trading software, 
according to Forbes, and bought a seat on the American 
Stock Exchange in 1977. Peterffy traded options until 1993, 
when he started Interactive Brokers Group, which has 
helped him become a billionaire. Forbes reported Peterffy 
was worfh $4.6 billion as of Sepfember. 

Peterffy said he would vofe Republican in November 
election and made contributions to the Republican National 
Committee, Mitt Romney and Republican Congressional 
campaigns, according to The Wall Street JournalO 


Father: 

Sick girl safe; being treated in Mexico 


BRIAN SKOLOFF 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — The 

mystery surrounding the 
whereabouts of a sick girl 
with leukemia deepened 
Wednesday after her 
father said his 11-year-old 
daughter is being treated 
in Mexico and authorities 
considered bringing child 
neglect charges against 
the family. 

Phoenix police have been 
looking for Emily since 
surveillance video one 
week ago showed fhe girl's 
mother walking her out of 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
a day before the child was 
set to be released. 
Authorities are searching for 
the girl in Arizona, California 
and Mexico, where the 
family has relatives, as 
doctors say she could 
contract a potentially 
deadly infection if not 
returned for treatment. 

The girl underwent about 
a month of chemotherapy 
and had been treated for 
an infection that forced 


doctors to amputate her 
arm, police said. Doctors 
had inserted a tube 
through her chest to deliver 
medications through 


her heart. Her mother 
unhooked the tubing from 
an IV and left with the girl, 
leaving her susceptible to 
infection. 

Phoenix police said the 
parents could face criminal 


neglect charges if they 
didn’t return the girl. 

U.S. Border Patrol agents 
stopped the father, Luis 
Bracamontes, 46, as he 


(AP Photo) 

crossed into Arizona from 
Mexico over the weekend, 
but the man denied any 
involvement in removing his 
daughter from the hospital 
and said he didn't know 
where she was.Q 



A woman is seen with her 11-year-old daughter, a leukemia 
patient who had her arm amputated and a heart catheter 
inserted due to an infection, Monday, Dec. 3, 2012. 


Issues remain for Fort Hood judge 


NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — The new 

U.S. Army judge taking over 
the Fort Hood shooting 
case will likely confront 
many of the questions that 
faced her predecessor, 
including one that helped 
lead to his removal: Should 
the suspect be allowed to 
keep his beard in court? 
The shooting rampage 
that left 13 dead and more 
than two dozen wounded 
happened more than 
three years ago, but the 
case has had numerous 
delays, including over the 
beard issue. The previous 
judge, Col. Gregory Gross, 
was ousted Monday by 
the military appeals court, 
which raised questions 
about whether Gross 
appeared impartial. 

The court's ruling noted 
what appeared to be a 
“duel of wills” between 
the judge and Maj. Nidal 
Hasan over the beard and 
other issues. 

Hasan has previously 
indicated he would like to 


plead guilty, but he can’t 
because the charges he 
faces carry a possible 
death sentence. A guilty 
plea to lesser charges 
that don’t carry a possible 
death sentence would be 
permissible, but prosecutors 


would have to accept 
such an arrangement. 
Gross' replacement on the 
case, Col. Tara Osborn, 
is likely to be asked to re¬ 
examine any number of 
Gross' rulings, including the 
beard issue. □ 
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White House to ask for 
$50B in hurricane relief 


■ / 
r 


"rV-n 



A sea shell rests on a wall 
surrounding the Statue of 
Liberty, in New York, Friday, 
Nov. 30, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

PETER BAKER 
RAY HERNANDEZ 
© 2012 New York Times 

President Barack Obama 
plans to ask Congress for 
about $50 billion in emer¬ 
gency spending to help 
rebuild the states ravaged 
by Hurricane Sandy, ac¬ 
cording to administration 
and congressional officials 
briefed on the discussions. 
The White House is assem¬ 
bling a spending request to 
send to Capitol Hill as early 
as this week, and while the 
final sum is still in flux, it should 
fall between $45 billion and 
$55 billion. That represents 
an enormous sum at a time 
when Obama is locked in 
a titanic struggle with Re¬ 
publicans over the federal 
deficit, but is significantly 
less than the states sought. 
Unless an austerity-minded 
Congress adds to the presi¬ 
dent's plan, state lead¬ 
ers would have to figure 
out other ways to finance 
tens of billions of dollars of 
storm-related expenses or 
do without them. New York, 
New Jersey and Connecti¬ 
cut were seeking a com¬ 
bined $82 billion in federal 
help both to clean up and 
restore damage from Hur¬ 
ricane Sandy as well as to 
upgrade and harden infra¬ 
structure to prepare for fu¬ 


ture storms. 

Administration officials 
would not say which specif¬ 
ic spending items were be¬ 
ing excluded, but other of¬ 
ficials monitoring the issue 
identified several that the 
White House seemed cool 
to. New York, for instance, 
sought reimbursement for 
business owners for money 
lost while they were closed 
as well as for privately held 
utilities like Consolidated 
Edison.Another proposal 
that may not make the cut 
was fully reimbursing hom¬ 
eowners for the costs they 
incur bringing damaged 
and destroyed homes to 
their condition prior to the 
storm; typically, the fed¬ 
eral government covers 
the cost of bringing homes 
to a lower “livable” stan¬ 
dard after natural disas¬ 
ters like Hurricane Sandy. 
The administration request 
appears likely to come in 
even below the $60 bil¬ 
lion that Sen. Harry Reid of 
Nevada, the Democratic 
majority leader, said Tues¬ 
day that he expected it to 
include. Yet even a spend¬ 
ing request in the neighbor¬ 
hood of $50 billion would 
strain the current political 
system in Washington com¬ 
ing just weeks before a se¬ 
ries of deep spending cuts 
and tax increases are set to 
take effect automatically, 
unless the president and 
Congress agree on a plan 
to avert them. 

Supporters of the disaster- 
relief request are propos¬ 
ing that the money not 
have to be offset, or paid 
for through spending cuts 
elsewhere. The administra¬ 
tion request is unlikely to 
propose a way to pay for 
the aid and Reid said he 
did not believe it should 
require savings elsewhere, 
but House Speaker John A. 
Boehner of Ohio is reserving 
judgmentO 


Police arrest man in subway death 


© 2012 New York Times 
NEW YORK - The police 
charged a homeless man 
on Wednesday with mur¬ 
der by pushing a man on a 
subway platform in front of 
an oncoming train on Mon¬ 
day. The suspect, identi¬ 
fied as Naeem Davis, had 
been taken into custody 
by the police on Tuesday 
afternoon on 50th Street 
and Seventh Avenue, a 
block from an entrance to 


lineup for witnesses to iden¬ 
tify the attacker. The police 
initially said Davis was also 
charged with attempted 
murder but later said that 
was incorrect. 

Cellphone video recorded 
by a subway rider on the 
49th Street station platform 
showed what appeared 
to be a confrontation be¬ 
tween Davis and Han. A 
freelance photographer 
working for The New York 


New Yorkers after a photo 
of Han - hanging onto 
the side of the train plat¬ 
form, unable to lift himself 
to safety - appeared on 
the cover of The New York 
Post on Tuesday. Witnessed 
by many on the platform, 
Han’s death raised ques¬ 
tions about how bystand¬ 
ers in the city can - and 
perhaps, should - behave 
in moments of crisis. 

The image, and others of 



Naeem Davis, a 30-year-old homeless man who was taken into custody by police, in New York, 
Dec. 5, 2012. Davis was charged with murder in the death of Ki-Suck Han, who was pushed from a 
subway platform. (John Marshall Mantel/The New York Times) 


the subway platform where 
the police say he pushed 
Ki-Suck Han of Elmhurst, 
Gueens, onto the tracks. 
Han was struck and killed 
by a G train moments later. 
Detectives questioned Da¬ 
vis, 30, for hours at the Mid¬ 
town North precinct sta¬ 
tion, and Paul J. Browne, 
the department's chief 
spokesman, said that dur¬ 
ing questioning Davis 
made statements implicat¬ 
ing himself in the crime. The 
murder charge was an¬ 
nounced Wednesday after 
the police rounded up wit¬ 
nesses and conducted a 


Post, who was also on the 
platform and took pictures 
of Han seconds before his 
death, said he had seen 
Han “flying through the air 
and onto the track.” 

A law enforcement official 
said Davis had been arrest¬ 
ed before for minor offens¬ 
es including peddling. Ven¬ 
dors in the area where he 
was apprehended by the 
police on Tuesday said that 
they knew Davis and that 
he ran errands for them. 
Davis does not have a fixed 
address, the police said. 
The daytime crime prompt¬ 
ed debate among many 


Han in the tracks published 
by the paper, brought swift 
criticism of the photogra¬ 
pher for shooting and not 
helping, and the newspa¬ 
per for splashing the ghoul¬ 
ish image with the headline 
“Doomed.” “Somebody’s 
taking that picture,” Al Ro- 
ker said on NBC's “Today” 
show on Tuesday. “Why 
aren’t they helping this guy 
up?” The photographer, R. 
Umar Abbasi, who was on 
an unrelated assignment 
for The Post, has defended 
his actions, saying he was 
too far away to reach Han 
in timeO 
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Dissident Dems, GOP to jointly run NY Senate 


THOMAS KAPLAN 
DANNY HAKIM 
© 2012 New York Times 

New York Republicans 
joined forces with a group 
of dissident Democrats on 
Tuesday to form what they 
called a “bipartisan gov¬ 
erning coalition" to run the 
state Senate, preventing 
the Democratic Party from 
taking control even after it 
appeared to have won a 
majority of Senate seats in 
elections last month. 

The announcement was the 
latest twist in a state capital 
that has had more than its 
share in recent years, with a 
string of leadership squab¬ 
bles, corruption investiga¬ 
tions and sex scandals that 
at times crippled the gov¬ 
ernment and made Albany 
a laughingstock. 

The power-sharing deal 
announced Tuesday was 
a victory for New York Re¬ 
publicans, who are out¬ 
numbered 2-to-l in the 
state’s electorate and who 
fared unexpectedly poorly 
in a series of Senate races 


last month. The exact out¬ 
come of the election re¬ 
mains unclear, because 
ballots in two close races 
are still being counted, but 
the consensus in Albany is 
that the Democrats won 


more seats than the Re¬ 
publicans. 

But shortly after the elec¬ 
tions, one Democrat said 
he would align himself with 
the Republicans, and on 


Tuesday five others said 
they would join with the 
Republicans to control 
the Senate. Many of the 
remaining Senate Demo¬ 
crats were furious, accus¬ 
ing the Republicans and 


the breakaway Democrats 
of orchestrating a coup to 
steal control. 

As part of the deal, the Sen¬ 
ate majority leader. Dean 
G. Skelos, R-Long Island, 



Sen. Jeff Klein (D-N.Y.), who formed the Independent Democratic 
Conference, in New York. 

(James Estrin/The New York Times) 


Florida license plate dispute lingering 


BRITTANY ALANA DAVIS, 

© The New York Times 2012 
Times/Herald Tallahassee 
Bureau 

TALLAHASSEED The Florida 
Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles 
may be on the road to 
court after failed attempts 
Tuesday to settle a dispute 
over who will make and 
distribute the state's new li¬ 
cense tags. 

County tax collectors and 
other groups say Florida 
is breaking the law as it 
moves to pay private com¬ 
panies for services that 
have for decades been 
done by state workers. The 
tax collectors' protest could 
go before an administrative 
law judge in January. 

In a meeting closed to the 


public, tax collectors asked 
the state highway agency 
to withdraw its request for 
bids from private compa¬ 
nies and create a commit¬ 
tee to study whether tax 
collectors or private busi¬ 
nesses are best positioned 
to improve cost savings 
and customer service. 

The department politely 
shut down both ideas, said 


Ken van Assenderp, an at¬ 
torney for the tax collec¬ 
tors. 

"We’re not saying that 
we're not open to other 
solutions," van Assend¬ 
erp said. "But don't try to 
get into ways of changing 
things without getting us in¬ 
volved from the beginning, 
and without having an eye 
toward service.”□ 
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agreed to share authority 
over the chamber with Sen. 
Jeffrey D. Klein, D-Bronx, 
who was the No. 2 official in 
his caucus before defect¬ 
ing nearly two years ago 
to form the Independent 
Democratic Conference. 
With the new coalition, 
the leaders of the Republi¬ 
can and the Independent 
Democratic conferences 
would have “joint and 
equal authority” over bills 
that the Senate takes up, 
committee assignments, 
appointments and state 
budget negotiations. Al¬ 
bany’s famous “three men 
in a room” - the governor, 
the Assembly speaker and 
the Senate majority leader, 
who negotiate the state 
budget and major legis¬ 
lation - would become a 
quartet. 

Skelos and Klein would also 
take turns, alternating ev¬ 
ery two weeks as tempo¬ 
rary president of the Sen¬ 
ate, a position defined in 
the state constitution that 


is next in the gubernatorial 
line of succession after the 
lieutenant governor. 

In an interview, Klein said 
Senate Republicans had 
committed to allowing 
floor votes on a number of 
critical measures for which 
Democrats had unsuccess¬ 
fully pushed when Repub¬ 
licans had an outright ma¬ 
jority. 

“Working with the governor 
and our colleagues, I know 
that we will pass some ma¬ 
jor progressive reforms, 
such as an increase to the 
minimum wage, a reform 
of stop-and-frisk and seri¬ 
ous campaign finance 
reform,” Klein said. “I’m 
extremely confident that 
these issues will come to 
the Senate floor for a vote 
and I fully expect them to 
pass the Senate.” 

Skelos said in a statement, 
“Sen. Klein has proven to be 
a thoughtful and effective 
leader, and I look forward 
to partnering with him to 
move this state forward."□ 
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Syrian civil war encroaching into Lebanon 


killed in Syria and a sign 
that read: “Our dead are 
in heaven, and yours are in 
hell.” 

Haj Deeb and Bilal al- 
Ghoul’s older brother, 
Omar, said the men must 
have been kidnapped 
and handed over to Syrian 


regime. Assad and much 
of his inner circle belong to 
the Alawite sect, which is 
an offshoot of Shiite Islam. 
The fighting in Lebanon 
comes at a time of deep 
uncertainty in Syria, with 
rebels battling government 
troops near Assad's seat of 


sends a message that An¬ 
kara is backed by its allies. 
The missiles are intended 
only for defensive purpos¬ 
es, she said. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Ah¬ 
met Davutoglu was quoted 
Wednesday in the Turkish 
newspaper Sabah as say¬ 



A Sunni gunman fires his weapon during clashes that erupted between pro and anti-Syrian re¬ 
gime gunmen in the northern port city of Tripoli, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012. Gunmen 
loyal to opposite sides in neighboring Syria’s civil war battled in the streets of northern Lebanon 
and the death toll from two days of fighting was at least five killed and 45 wounded, officials 
said. 

(AP Photo/Hussein Malla) 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
TRIPOLI, Lebanon (AP) — 

The families of Lebanese 
men killed in Syria last week 
say their relatives were 
more interested in nice 
clothes and vacations than 
fighting a civil war. Yet Syri¬ 
an President Bashar Assad's 
regime branded them for¬ 
eign jihadists — and their 
deaths set off three days of 
new spillover violence. 
Gunmen loyal to oppo¬ 
site sides in Syria’s civil war 
battled Wednesday in the 
streets of the Lebanese 
city of Tripoli. The fighting 
has killed six people and 
wounded nearly 60 since 
Monday, security officials 
said.The bloodshed is a sign 
of just how vulnerable Leb¬ 
anon is to getting sucked 
into the Syrian crisis. The 
countries share a porous 
border and a complex web 
of political and sectarian 
ties that is easily enflamed. 
Among the 17 Lebanese 
men who turned up dead 
in Syria last week were Bilal 
al-Ghoul and his childhood 
friend, Malek Haj Deeb, 
both 20. Malek’s older 
brother, Jihad, said the two 
men sympathized with the 
rebellion, but they were not 
fighters. 

“Malek used to see the vid¬ 
eos of dead Syrians and 
cry,” Jihad Haj Deeb told 
The Associated Press in 
Tripoli, as gunfire and ex¬ 
plosions echoed near his 
home in the poor neighbor¬ 
hood of Mankoubeen. “He 
used to say, ‘May Bashar 
fall soon, God willing.'” 

A giant poster hung in the 
entrance of the home, with 
photos of three of those 


authorities by a pro-Syrian 
Lebanese group. They said 
their brothers were not 
members of any political or 
Islamic group but were ob¬ 
servant Muslims. 

“My brother doesn't know 
how to hold a rifle," Haj 
Deeb said. 

The Lebanese men killed 
in Syria were Sunni Muslims, 
like the majority of rebels 
trying to overthrow Assad’s 


power in Damascus. 

In Brussels, U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clin¬ 
ton reiterated concerns 
that “an increasingly des¬ 
perate Assad regime might 
turn to chemical weapons" 
or lose control of them to 
militant groups. 

She also said NATO’s de¬ 
cision on Tuesday to send 
Patriot missiles to Turkey’s 
southern border with Syria 


ing that Syria has about 700 
missiles, some of them long- 
range. 

Syria has been careful not 
to confirm it has chemi¬ 
cal weapons, while insist¬ 
ing it would never use such 
weapons against its own 
people. 

But as the regime wobbles, 
there are fears the crisis will 
keep spiraling outside its 
borders. □ 


Cuba: U.S. lying 
about health of 
jailed American 

PAUL HAVEN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Cuba ac¬ 
cused the United States of 
lying about the health and 
conditions of confinement 
of a jailed American gov¬ 
ernment subcontractor, and 
pushed back Wednesday 
against an apparent U.N. rul¬ 
ing that his 15-year sentence 
is arbitrary and a violation of 
his human rights. 

Josefina Vidal, the top Cuba 
diplomat for North Ameri¬ 
can affairs, also said it was 
unrealistic to expect Cuba 
to free Maryland resident 
Alan Gross “unilaterally” — a 
clear demand for U.S. con¬ 
cessions in the case of five 
Cuban intelligence agents 
sentenced in Florida to long 
prison terms. 

The U.S. government “is di¬ 
rectly responsible for the situ¬ 
ation that led to the deten¬ 
tion and judgment and trial 
of Mr. Alan Gross so we have 
to sit down together, to look 
together for a solution to this 
case," she said. 

Vidal said Cuba had re¬ 
ceived word from the U.N. 
Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention on Tuesday that it 
ruled in Gross' favor, though 
the decision had not yet 
been made public. 

While the ruling is a public re¬ 
lations hit to Cuba, the body 
has no enforcement powers. 
Vidal said the same agency 
determined in 2005 that the 
U.S. jailing of the five Cuban 
agents was arbitrary. 

Vidal said Cuba has repeat¬ 
edly made its terms known 
to U.S. officials and has not 
gotten a response.Q 
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Ireland imposes 6th straight austerity budget 


SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — Ireland’s 
government unveiled plans 
for €3.5 billion ($4.5 billion) 
in new taxes and spending 
cuts in the debt-burdened 
country's sixth straight aus¬ 
terity budget. 

Finance Minister Michael 
Noonan told a hushed par¬ 
liamentary chamber that 
Ireland must keep slashing 
its deficits down to the eu¬ 
rozone limit of 3 percent of 
GDP and it “still has a long 
way to go.” He said Ireland 
expects to report deficits of 
8.2 percent this year and 7.5 
percent next year, but only 
if the country can deliver 
stronger economic growth 
in the face of deepening 
cuts. 

Noonan vowed that the 
government would “lead 
this country out of the de¬ 
spair and despondency 
and lack of self-worth in 
which we found ourselves in 
March 2011when the gov¬ 
ernment gained power. 

His 2013 budget includes 


plans for a new property 
tax; higher taxes on the in¬ 
comes of pensioners who 
receive more than €60,000 
($78,000) annually; and €2 
billion in cuts to govern¬ 
ment spending, including 
on state-subsidized medi¬ 
cal care and payments 
to parents based on the 
number of children they 
have. The cost of buying 
and keeping vehicles, al¬ 
ready exceptionally high 
by European standards, 
was due to increase 
again. He also raised taxes 
on alcoholic and tobacco 
products, a significant fac¬ 
tor in Ireland’s household 
average. Each pint of beer 
and standard measure of 
whiskey will cost 10 cents 
(13 U.S. cents) more as of 
Thursday, bottles of wine 
€1 ($1.30) more, each 

pack of 20 cigarettes 10 
cents more. Ireland has 
endured increasing aus¬ 
terity since 2008, when a 
decade-long property 
boom fueled by access 
to cheap eurozone credit 


went spectacularly bust. 
The previous government 
was forced to national¬ 
ize five banks and, in late 
2010, Ireland become the 
second eurozone country 
after Greece to negotiate 
an international bailout. 
Ireland’s European and In¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund 
loans are due to run out 
next year, by which time 
the government hopes to 
have reassured global in¬ 
vestors enough to resume 
the normal sale of bonds 
at affordable rates. Its trea¬ 
sury has already mounted 
several successful bond 
sales since July. Speaking 
after Noonan, Minister for 
Public Expenditure and 
Reform Brendan Howlin 
spelled out a cavalcade 
of 2013 cuts, benefit by 
benefit, service by service 
— but maintained that the 
worst was already over for 
this country of 4.6 million. 
“When I took office lasf 
year I couldn’t be certain 
that we would, as a nation, 
make it through this crisis.Q 


Philippines: 

Death toll from typhoon nears 300 


BULUT MARQUEZ 
Associated Press 
NEW BATAAN, Philippines 
(AP) — Stunned parents 
searching for missing chil¬ 
dren examined a row of 
mud-stained bodies cov¬ 
ered with banana leaves 
while survivors dried their 
soaked belongings on road¬ 
sides Wednesday, a day 
after a powerful typhoon 
killed nearly 300 people in 
the southern Philippines. 
Officials fear more bodies 
may be found as rescuers 
reach hard-hit areas that 
were isolated by landslides, 
floods and downed com¬ 
munications. 

At least 151 people died 
in the worst-hit province of 
Compostela Valley when 
Typhoon Bopha lashed the 
region Tuesday, including 
78 villagers and soldiers who 
perished in a flash flood that 
swamped two emergency 
shelters and a military camp, 
provincial spokeswoman Fe 
Maestre said. 

Disaster-response agencies 
reported 284 dead in the re¬ 


gion and 14 fatalities else¬ 
where from the typhoon, 
one of the strongest to hit 
the country this year. 
About 80 people survived 
the deluge in New Bataan 
with injuries, and Interior 
Secretary Mar Roxas, who 


visited the town, said 319 
others remained missing. 
“These were whole fami¬ 
lies among fhe registered 
missing,” Roxas told the 
ABS-CBN TV network. “En¬ 
tire families may have 


been washed away.” 

The farming town of 45,000 
people was a muddy 
wasteland of collapsed 
houses and coconut and 
banana trees felled by Bo- 
pha’s ferocious winds. 
Bodies of victims were laid 


on the ground for view¬ 
ing by people searching 
for missing relatives. Some 
were badly mangled af¬ 
ter being dragged by rag¬ 
ing flood waters over rocks 
and other debris. □ 



A rescuer covers bodies recovered from flashflood in New 
Bataan, Compostela Valley province, southern Philippines 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012. (AP Photo/Karlos Manlupig) 



A masked rider on horseback depicting Death leads an 
anti-austerity protest march in Dublin, Ireland. — Ireland’s 
government unveiled plans for €3.5 billion ($4.5 billion) in new 
taxes and spending cuts in the debt-burdened country’s sixth 
straight austerity budget. (AP Photo/Shawn Pogatchnik) 
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Germany to seek ban of far-right party 


Iranian dissident ends hunger strike 

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — A lawmaker says a jailed Iranian dissi¬ 
dent has ended a hunger strike to protest prison conditions 
and a ban on visits by her family. Lawmaker Mohammad 
Reza Tabesh was quoted by the semiofficial ISNA news 
agency Wednesday as saying fhaf Nasrin Sotoudeh, a 
lawyer and human rights activist, ended her hunger strike 
after intervention from top government officials and So- 
toudeh’s husband. Sotoudeh was sentenced to six years 
in prison on security charges after representing imprisoned 
Iranian opposition activists in court. U.N. High Commission¬ 
er for Human Rights Navi Pillay urged Iran on Tuesday to 
improve conditions for Sotoudeh. □ 

China mine accident kills 17 workers 

BEIJING (AP) — An accident in a coal mine in southwest 
China killed 17 miners on Wednesday, while 11 workers 
were still missing three days after another mine flooded 
in the northeast, state media reported. The official Xinhua 
News Agency said there was an outburst of coal and gas 
in a shaft in a mine in Fuyuan county in Yunnan province 
on Wednesday afternoon. Citing the county government, 
Xinhua said the other 49 miners underground at the time 
escaped unharmed. In a separate report, Xinhua said 
11 miners were still missing three days after a coal mine 
flooded in norfheasfern Heilongjiang province. A tofal of 
22 miners were working in fhe mine when it was flooded 
on Saturday night. □ 


Mexico beauty used as human shield 

CULIACAN, Mexico (AP) — A federal prosecutor says a 
Mexican beauty queen killed in a shootout between sus¬ 
pected drug traffickers and soldiers likely fired a gun dur¬ 
ing the clash in the Pacific coast state of Sinaloa. Authori¬ 
ties had said that Maria Susana Flores Gamez was likely 
used as a human shield and that an automatic rifle had 
been found near her body. Federal prosecutor Enrique 
Fedegrino said Tuesday that tests indicate there was gun¬ 
powder residue on her hands. Flores was crowned 2012 
Woman of Sinaloa in February .The slender, 5-foot-7-inch 
woman had competed with seven other contestants for 
the more prestigious state beauty contest, Miss Sinaloa, 
but didn’t win. □ 

Gun dealer jailed for 7 years for trade 

LONDON (AP) — A British arms dealer who helped ship 
thousands of assault rifles and millions of rounds of ammu¬ 
nition from China fo Nigeria has been sentenced to seven 
years in jail. Gary Hyde was convicted on two counts of 
breaching U.K. trade controls and concealing criminal 
property for moving the weapons without a license and 
hiding more than 620,000 pounds ($1 million) in commis¬ 
sion payments. While the 2006 deal between the Chinese 
and Nigerian governments was lawful, Hyde failed to get 
a license for his parf in it — something Judge Nicholas 
Loraine-Smith chalked up to greed. He called Hyde’s of¬ 
fenses a “sustained and deceitful floufing of the law.’O 

Brazilian exam features pornography 

SAO PAULO (AP) — A Brazilian technical college is draw¬ 
ing criticism for including a pornographic carfoon in an 
entrance examination taken by 15,000 high school-age 
students. The cartoon accompanied a question that 
asked the youths to analyze advertising that promotes 
products through misleading messages. The cartoon de¬ 
picts three women performing oral sex on a man in a sup¬ 
posed deodoranf ad. The caption reads: “If you use the 
right deodorant you will be attacked on the streets.” The 
entrance examination was administered at the Federal 
Institute in Espirito Santo state. School spokeswoman As- 
trid Malacarne says professors who created the test didn’t 
consider the cartoon pornographic.Q 


DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — German se¬ 
curity officials are trying 
again to ban the country’s 
only significant far-right 
party, after meticulously 
collecting new evidence in 
an effort to avoid a repeat 
of the debacle caused 
when they tried to ban it in 
2003. 

The interior ministers of Ger¬ 
many’s 16 stales unani¬ 
mously recommended 
Wednesday pursuing a 
new ban of the National 
Democratic Party on alle¬ 
gations it promotes a rac¬ 
ist, xenophobic, and anti- 
Semitic agenda in violation 
of the country’s constitu¬ 
tion. The ban would have 
to be imposed by the Fed¬ 
eral Constitutional Court, 
the only institution capable 
of banning a party in Ger¬ 
many. 

Under former Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder, the 
court a decade ago re¬ 
jected an attempt to ban 
the party after it turned 
out paid government in¬ 
formants within the NPD, 
as it known by its German 
initials, were partially re¬ 
sponsible for the evidence 
against the party. 

The failed attempt serious¬ 
ly embarrassed the gov¬ 
ernment and produced 
a spike in support for the 
NPD, which it rode to parlia¬ 
ments in two states in 2004 
and 2005. That gave them 
access to state funding — 
about €1.2 million ($1.6 mil¬ 
lion) a year — which they 
used to bolster election ad¬ 
vertising. 

“It is obscene that the NPD 
can finance propaganda 
material with taxpayers’ 
money,” Ralf Jaeger, the 
interior minister of North 


Rhine-Westphalia state, 
said during a televised news 
conference. The party's 
ideology lays the ground 
for violence against minori¬ 
ties, leaving no choice but 
to seek a ban, Jaeger said. 
Still, opponents of a ban 
note that membership in 
the NPD has been drop¬ 
ping, with 6,300 people 
in the party in 2011 com¬ 
pared to 6,600 in 2010. And 
despite its occasional suc¬ 
cesses in economically-de¬ 
pressed eastern German 


states, the NPD is marginal¬ 
ized at a national level — 
winning only 1.5 percent of 
the vote in the most recent 
federal elections in 2009; 
well below the 5 percent 
needed to sit in Parliament. 
“There is the political risk 
that a party which is clearly 
losing ground will be resus¬ 
citated by such proceed¬ 
ings,” federal Interior Min¬ 
ister Hans-Peter Friedrich 
said. 

Friedrich voiced confi¬ 
dence that the intelligence 
gathered on the party is 
“good" and “most likely" 


sufficient to achieve a ban, 
but the minister reiterated 
the federal government’s 
fear that the proceedings 
could bring the party back 
into the spotlight for years, 
ultimately strengthening it. 
After the state interior min¬ 
isters’ recommendation, 
state governors are meet¬ 
ing in Berlin on Thursday 
and expected to follow 
suit. 

That paves the way for the 
Upper House of Parliament, 
where the states are rep¬ 


resented, to vote for seek¬ 
ing a ban when it meets on 
Dec. 14. 

While Chancellor Angela 
Merkel has expressed res¬ 
ervations about seeking 
a new ban, it is widely as¬ 
sumed that the federal 
government will follow the 
states’ decision and join 
the process, though it is not 
necessary. 

Officials say a first court 
hearing is not likely before 
next spring and a decision 
from the court is very un¬ 
likely before next Septem¬ 
ber's federal elecfions. □ 



Supporters of the far right party NPD gather at Berlin’s 
Alexanderplatz square. The interior ministers of Germany’s 16 
states are pursuing a new ban of the National Democratic Party 
on allegations it promotes a racist xenophobic, and anti-Semitic 
agenda in violation of the country’s constitution. 

(AP Photo/. Martin Meissner) 


Study: 

Latin America most corrupt after Africa 


MIAMI (AP) — An interna¬ 
tional watchdog group 
says Latin America has the 
highest perceived corrup¬ 
tion index, after Africa. 
Transparency International 
says Venezuela, Haiti, Para¬ 
guay, Honduras and Nica¬ 
ragua are the countries in 
the region with the highest 
perceptions of corruption. 
The group calculates its 


2012 Corruption Percep¬ 
tion Index using studies and 
surveys by development 
banks, research and analy¬ 
sis firms. 

It says Venezuela and Haiti 
are among the world’s 10 
most corrupt nations, while 
Chile and Uruguay are tied 
as the 20th least corrupt 
spot among the 176 coun¬ 
tries studied. 


Transparency International 
regional director Alejandro 
Salas said Wednesday al¬ 
most two-thirds of countries 
in Latin America get failing 
marks. 

Brazil ranks 69th and Mex¬ 
ico 105th, with the higher 
the ranking, the higher the 
perceived corruption. Haiti 
and Venezuela are tied at 
165th.Q 
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Book Signing Thursday Dec 6 




MEET THE AUTHOR OF ARUBA'S 

hottest THRILLER 

At Scott's Brats tw the Batch Promenade 
at Playct Linda Beach Resort 

SIGNING 9am -1pm 

BOOKS WILL BE ON SALE ONLY DURING THE EVENT 


MfElSHflfil 


48 nations join fight against online child abuse 


looks at these pictures, that The alliance will focus on 
child is exploited and vio- identifying and helping vic- 



European Commissioner for Home Affairs Cecilia Malmstroem, 
right, and U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder, address the media 
on the launching conference of the Global Alliance against 
Child Abuse Online, at the European Commission headquarters 
in Brussels, Wednesday, Dec. 5,2012. (AP Photo/Yves Logghe) 


Belarus President 
mandates forced 
employment: AP 

YURAS KARMANAU 
Associated Press 
BORISOV, Belarus (AP) — 

Vladimir Dodonov wants to 
flee Belarus for neighboring 
Russia before it becomes 
illegal to leave his job at 
a wood-processing plant. 
Belarus’ authoritarian presi¬ 
dent, Alexander Lukashen¬ 
ko, has decided to stem an 
exodus of qualified workers 
to Russia, starting by ban¬ 
ning those who work in 
wood-processing industries 
from quitting. Critics have 
compared the measure to 
serfdom and warned that it 
would only deepen the for¬ 
mer Soviet republic’s eco¬ 
nomic troubles and fuel 
protests against Lukashen¬ 
ko. Dodonov 37, who earns 
the equivalent of $140 a 
month at the Borisovdrev 
plant, says he could make 
several times as much in 
Russia and would have left 
earlier if he hadn’t had to 
care for his ailing mother. 
“How can you survive on 
such a miserable salary?” 
he said this week. “Natural¬ 
ly, I’m thinking about leav¬ 
ing for Russia before they 
turn me into a slave." It 
could be too late. “You will 
be sentenced to compul¬ 
sory labor and sent back 
here if you leave,” Lukash¬ 
enko warned Friday during 
a visit to the plant, located 
in the industrial city of Bor¬ 
isov, about 70 km. (some 
45 miles) east of the Be¬ 
larusian capital, Minsk. The 
president said his decree 
would apply to more than 
13,000 employees of nine 
state-run wood-processing 
plants and 2,000-3,000 con¬ 
struction workers involved 
in modernizing themO 


DON MELVIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Forty-eight 
countries united Wednes¬ 
day in a global alliance to 
fight child sexual abuse on¬ 
line, a cross-border crime 
that experts say is increas¬ 
ing at alarming rates. 

By conservative estimates, 
1 million photographs of 
child pornography are on 
the Internet, with an addi¬ 
tional 50,000 being posted 
every year, said Cecilia 
Malmstrom, the European 
Union's commissioner for 
home affairs who was one 
of sponsors of the confer¬ 
ence in Brussels. 

“Behind each of these im¬ 
ages there is an abused 
child, an exploited and 
helpless victim,” Malmstrom 
said at a news conference. 
“And every time someone 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Four crew members 
died and seven were miss¬ 
ing in the icy waters of the 
North Sea, after a cargo 
ship collided with another 
vessel and sank off the 
Dutch coast Wednesday 
night, rescuers said. 

“We can confirm that four 
bodies have been found, 
along with 13 people res¬ 
cued alive,” said Coast 
Guard spokesman Marcel 
Oldenburger. 

He said a massive air and 
sea rescue operation in¬ 
volving several helicop¬ 
ters, two navy patrol ships 
and even one of the ships 
involved in the collision 
would continue through 
the night in an effort to find 


lated again and again and 
again." 


the remaining seven sailors. 
The 148-meter (485-foot) 
Baltic Ace collided with the 
134-meter (440-foot) con¬ 
tainer ship Corvus J in dark¬ 
ness near busy shipping 
lanes some 65 kilometers 
(40 miles) off the coast of 
the southern Netherlands. 
The Baltic Ace, carrying a 
cargo of cars, had a crew 
of 24 which was forced to 
abandon ship as it sank 
quickly. 

“We have found life rafts, 
and the people in them 
are being picked up by 
helicopters,” another coast 
guard spokesman, Peter 
Verburg, said. 

By around 10 p.m. (2100 
GMT), 11 crew members 
had been rescued by he¬ 
licopters and two more by 
ships, the coast guard said 


tims, prosecuting offenders, 
increasing public aware- 


in a statement. Rescuers 
were using infrared cam¬ 
eras to hunt for more survi¬ 
vors. 

“We still hope to find them,” 
Kees Brinkman, a spokes¬ 
man for rescuers, told 
Dutch television nearly four 
hours after the collision. But, 
he added, “their chances 
of survival are shrinking" if 
they are in the water. 

The Dutch Defense Minis¬ 
try said in a statement two 
navy patrol ships were aid¬ 
ing the search. “Helicopters 
are trying, in (strong wind) 
and high waves to bring 
the people to safety,” the 
ministry said. 

Verburg said the 12-man 
crew of the Corvus J was 
still on board the ship, 
which was helping in the 
rescue operation. Details 


ness and reducing the 
availability of child pornog¬ 
raphy online, according to 
a joint declaration. 

The countries will also work 
on exchanging informa¬ 
tion, expertise and training, 
U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder said. 

“It’s only by working togeth¬ 
er — in common cause, in 
good faith, and with mu¬ 
tual respect — that our na¬ 
tions will be able to secure 
the progress we need in 
bringing criminals to justice 
and getting abused and 
exploited children to safe¬ 
ty,” he said. 

“Those who would harm our 
children are not respect¬ 
ers of our national borders 
— we in law enforcement 
must not allow these bor¬ 
ders to be impediments to 
our best efforts,” he said. □ 


of its cargo were not im¬ 
mediately available. “It is 
badly damaged, but not in 
danger of sinking,” Verburg 
said of the Corvus J. 

The coast guard spokes¬ 
man said the cause of the 
collision was not known. 
“At the moment we are 
solely focused on getting 
the people to safety,” he 
said. 

Four of the survivors were 
being flown to a hospital 
in Rotterdam and seven to 
an airbase in Belgium. 

The Baltic Ace, sailing un¬ 
der a Bahamas flag, was 
heading from the Belgian 
port of Zeebrugge to Kotka 
in Finland, and the Cyprus- 
registered Corvus J was on 
its way from Grangemouth 
in Scotland to Antwerp, 
BelgiumO 


Ship sinks off Dutch coast, 4 dead, 7 missing 
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Thai 

RESTAURANT 


Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 

Phone 586-8071 *info@sawasdee-aruba.com 



• Seafood 

• Curries 

• Vegetarian 


Delicious Rice Table for two 


Everything made fresh to order! 


Open Monday ■ Saturday from 5pm ■ 10:30pm » Sunday CLOSED! 


Paraguay farmers question killings investigation 


PEDRO SERVIN 
Associated Press 
ASUNCION, Paraguay (AP) 

— Lucia Aguero stood 
with the other farmers in 
the standoff. About 300 of 
them had occupied the 
rich politician’s land that 
they insisted wasn't legally 

his. On the other side of the 
clearing were some 200 riot 
police. She watched as the 
two negotiators walked up 
to each other and began 
talking. 

And then the shooting 
started. 

The negotiators were both 

hit. The young woman 
threw herself to the ground, 
shielding a friend’s 4-year- 
old boy beneath her as she 
felt a bullet’s sting in her 
thigh. In the end, 17 were 
dead, including the men 
who were trying to resolve 
the six-week-old occupa¬ 
tion. 

Politicians opposed to 
President Fernando Lugo 
seized on the “Massacre 
of Curuguaty” on June 15 
to vote the sandal-wear¬ 
ing leftist out of office for 
“mismanaging” the prop¬ 
erty dispute. Paraguayans’ 
hopes that Lugo would 
make good on his promises 
of land reform died. 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Norway will close its 
embassy in Venezuela be¬ 
cause of rampant crime in 
the South American coun¬ 
try and move the diplomat¬ 
ic mission to neighboring 
Colombia, its ambassador 
said Wednesday. 
Norwegian ambassador 
Lars Vaagen said the deci¬ 
sion to move the embassy 
to Bogota next year was 
made after analyzing the 
problem of widespread 
violent crime in Venezuela. 


Six months after the shoot¬ 
out, there has been no of¬ 
ficial accounting of how 
a peaceful negotiation 
ended with a barrage of 
bullets that killed 11 farm¬ 
ers and six police officers. 


Farmers and their support¬ 
ers say the official investi¬ 
gation is a one-sided effort 
to make an example of 
the farmers, so nobody will 


“We see the security situ¬ 
ation as increasingly dif¬ 
ficult," Vaagen said in a 
telephone interview. 
Norway's embassy in Cara¬ 
cas has been operating for 
almost 45 years. 

In polls, Venezuelans con¬ 
sistently rate violent crime 
as their top concern. 

The government of Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez es¬ 
timates that more than 
14,000 people were killed 
in Venezuela last year. That 
gave the country a homi¬ 
cide rate of 50 per 100,000 
people and made it one of 


dare challenge the inter¬ 
ests of powerful landown¬ 
ers ever again. Grieving 
relatives suspect the dead 
farmworkers were wound¬ 
ed and then summarily 
executed by police after 


the firefight. In separate in¬ 
terviews, they described 
bullet wounds in three of 
the corpses that they said 
showed people were shot 


the most violent countries 
in Latin America and the 
world. 

Kidnappings for ransom 
have grown rapidly over 
the past decade, with ab¬ 
ductions reported to police 
rising from 52 in 1998, when 
Chavez was first elected, 
to 618 in 2009. Security ex¬ 
perts say the real number of 
kidnappings is much higher 
because mosf cases aren'f 
reported to authorities. 
Over the last year, dip¬ 
lomats from Mexico and 
Chile were kidnapped, and 
all were eventually freed 


at close range in defensive 
positions. Catalino Ague¬ 
ro, Lucia's father, lost his 
24-year-old son, De los San¬ 
tos, in the firefight. “They 
gave me my son’s decom¬ 
posing body in a black 


plastic bag. He had bullet 
wounds in both feet, but 
a huge hole in his neck,” 
Aguero said. “Witnesses of 
fhe fragedy told me my son 


after ordeals lasting from 
fwo hours fo more fhan a 
day. 

The abductions of dip¬ 
lomats influenced Nor¬ 
way’s decision to move 
its embassy, Vaagen said. 
Thieves have also broken 
into several diplomatic mis¬ 
sions in recent years. 

Experts say violent crime 
has increased in Venezuela 
due to easy, cheap access 
to guns, a culture of vio¬ 
lence among young men 
in fhe slums, and severe 
shortages of police officers 
and prosecutors. □ 


begged for help, lying face 
down, because his wounds 
were painful, but a police 
officer came close and shot 
him.” His daughter Lucia, a 
25-year-old mother of two, 
was arrested along with 11 
other people, mostly farm¬ 
ers. She was taken to a hos¬ 
pital emergency room af¬ 
ter she was wounded, but 
doctors were too busy with 
other victims to remove the 
bullet from her thigh. 

“When I couldn’t stand the 
pain any longer, I used a 
razor blade in jail to make 
a cut, and pulled out the 
.38-caliber bullet with my 
finger,” she said 
Aguero joined a hunger 
strike to protest being jailed 
without formal charges. 
She lasted 59 days, and 
nearly died before a judge 
said she and three oth¬ 
ers could return home un¬ 
der police custody until a 
hearing Dec. 17. The for¬ 
mer president, Lugo, has 
called the shootout a set¬ 
up. His land redistribution 
efforts were threatening 
the economic interests of 
the country’s most power¬ 
ful businessmen, and they 
needed a scandal big 
enough to bring him down, 
he said. “This government 
of coup-plotters has no 
interest or political will to 
seriously investigate and 
clear up the case. And the 
prosecutor’s performance 
gives little credibility," Lugo 
declared last month. Prom¬ 
ises of land reform gof Lugo 
elected, but he made no 
headway as president, with 
no available state land to 
redistribute or money to 
pay for expropriations. No 
major landowners want¬ 
ed to sell, with soy prices 
reaching historic highs. 

One leader of the new 
president’s Authentic Radi¬ 
cal Liberal Party, Deputy 
Elvis Balbuena, told the AP 
that Lugo has only himself 
to blame. □ 


Citing crime, Norway to close Venezuela embassy 



Police escort landless farmers who are demanding the release of fellow farmers who were detained 
during clashes with police in the Yvy Pyta settlement near Curuguaty, Paraguay. The “Massacre of 
Curuguaty” on June 15 killed 11 farmers and 6 police officers when negotiations between farmers 
occupying a rich politician’s land ended with a barrage of bullets. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz) 

























Just in time for your special Holiday Festivities: 

Tierra del Sol unveils 2012 Holiday Celebration Packages! 



“Season’s Greetings" from 
Tierra del Sol Resort, Spa 
and Country Club's man¬ 
agement and staff! 



The holiday season is fast 
approaching and this is 
the time when family and 
friends reunite. 

We at Tierra del Sol togeth¬ 
er with Ventanas del Mar 
have put together a selec¬ 
tion for all your needs dur¬ 
ing these upcoming festivi¬ 
ties. 

The culinary team and 
experienced banquet & 
event staff are here to plan, 
organize and execute your 
holiday get-togethers so 
you can relax and enjoy 
during the festivities with 
your friends, family or co¬ 
workers. Some of the op¬ 
tions available to you and 
your party include plated 3 
to 5 course menu's, buffet 
selections for lunch or din¬ 
ner, Wine and Food pairing. 
Hors d'oeuvres menus, bev¬ 
erage plans. Golf packag¬ 
es, decorations and cen¬ 
ter pieces. Spa packages, 
combination packages. 
Gift certificate ideas, and a 
whole lot more! A minimum 
number of persons will ap¬ 
ply for some of the menu 
options. We offer valuable 
rewards to your party in 
appreciation for choosing 
Ventanas del Mar for your 
celebration. According to 
the size of your group, the 
rewards will increase. For 
example as rewards you 
could receive: pool pass¬ 
es, lunches, dinners, spa 


services, golf, or weekend 
stays. The awards may be 
raffled amongst the at¬ 
tendees of your function. 
We have a large selection 
of multifunctional banquet 
areas with different layouts 
and sizes. From grassy ter¬ 
rains, poolside patios to hill 
side elegance. Our team 
will be able to customize 
your event to your specific 
wishes. The banquet areas 
are suitable for a large va¬ 
riety of events, from an inti¬ 
mate get-together to cele¬ 
brations hosting up to 1500 
persons. In addition to our 
different, decadent and 
delicious prearranged plat¬ 
ed and buffet menus, we 
welcome the opportunity 
to create a custom menu 
reflecting your special oc¬ 
casion and your budget. 
Some of the succulent dish¬ 
es our Chef has arranged 
for our holiday menus in¬ 
clude: Peruvian Seviche 


with grouper, prawns and 
spicy tomato mangos 
salsa served in a martini 
glass; Lobster Cappuccino; 
Grouper fillet and shrimps 
served with basmati rice 
and stir fried vegetables 
with pica papaya coconut 
sauce; Keshi-Yena (slowly 
pulled chicken stew, cel¬ 
ery, raisins, cashew nuts, 
olives and bell pepper lay¬ 
ered in Gouda cheese); 
Salmon fillet served with 
mash potato, green veg¬ 
etables and creamy curry 
sauce; Juicy sliced oven 
roasted glazed Christmas 
ham served with mash po¬ 
tato, seasonal vegetables 
and cranberry/mustard 
sauce; and tuna salad with 
crispy lettuce, boiled egg, 
capers, pickled onion, ol¬ 
ives and topped with pan 
seared black peppered 
tuna loin - just to name a 
few! COMBINE IT ALL! All 
of our packages can be 


combined and we can of¬ 
fer attractive discounts for: 
Golf, Spa, dinner, wine, re¬ 
ception and cocktails! 
Spend the whole day, or 
stay with us to get away for 
the weekend or company 
retreat. Stay in one of our 
private luxurious Villa's for 
the ultimate experience. 
Or give a gift certificate 
for one or more of our gor¬ 
geous facilities. We would 
be pleased to give you a 
tour of our facility. For an 


appointment or for further 
information, please feel 
free to contact our office 
Monday through Friday, 
between 9:00 am and 5:00 
pm. 

Telephone: 586-7800 Fax: 
586-4970. 

E-mail: reservations@tier- 

radelsol.com. 

www.tierradelsol.com. 

Tierra del Sol Resort, Spa & 
Country Club wishes you 
Happy Holidays and a 
prosperous 2013! □ 
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“Children of the Wind” wins three awards at the X-Dance Film Festival 


Kralendijk, Bonaire - “Chil¬ 
dren of the Wind”, the doc¬ 
umentary that has been 
three years in the making 
on the remarkable story 
of the Bonaire windsurfers 
Tonky and Taty Frans, their 
cousin Kiri Thode, and men¬ 
tors Elvis Martinus and Patun 
Saragoza, took home three 
awards last weekend at 
the X-Dance Film Festival. 
X-Dance-a play on the 
word Sun”dance” after the 
renowned film festival, and 
“X” for “extreme sports”-- is 
the largest sports action film 
festival in the world. For 
12 years X-Dance had run 
concurrently with the Sun¬ 


dance film festival in Park 
City, Utah, but grew so big 
in its own right, that this year 
festival organizers decided 


to change the dates to No¬ 
vember, and X-Dance is 
now a stand-alone major 


film festival. X-Dance re¬ 
ceives hundreds of the best 
sports-themed films from 
around the world, including 


big-budget films backed 
by companies like Red Bull, 
and just getting accepted 


is a huge honor. Plowever, 
to be recognized as the 
“best of the best” is a huge 
achievement for “Children 
of the Wind” as the film 
won awards as “Best Doc¬ 
umentary”; “Best Emerg¬ 
ing Filmmaker—Daphne 
Schmon; and “Best Original 
Score" Phillip Lober. No 
other feature at the fes¬ 
tival won more than one 
award. “Children of the 
Wind” was also nominated 
for “Best Film.” Of further 
note, in a film genre that is 
dominated by men on the 
production side, Daphne 
Schmon, the director and 
main editor of COTW was 
the only female recog¬ 
nized in any of the awards 
or nominations. Two weeks 
earlier, at the Mt. Hood In¬ 
dependent Film Festival, 
and competing against 60 
films from around the world 
being played in 4 sepa¬ 
rate venues for three days, 
“Children of the Wind” won 
the award as “Most Inspir¬ 
ing Documentary” and 
was the only film chosen 
by the jury and audience 
for an encore screening 
on the closing night after 
the award ceremony, re¬ 
peating the extraordinary 
success the film had at its 
World Premiere in Aruba 
in June, where it won the 
“People’s Choice” Award, 
and three sold-out encore 
screenings. “Children of 
the Wind" has now played 
3 film festivals—all empha¬ 
sizing completely different 
film genres, and has won 
top awards at each of 
them, and 5 in total. This is 
a rare achievement for an 
independent film in a high¬ 


ly competitive field, and 
everyone involved with the 
film is thrilled with this start. 
By playing “Children of the 
Wind” on the festival circuit 
prior to general release, 
the team of COTW is fol¬ 
lowing a widely accepted 
strategy of using film fes¬ 
tivals as a springboard to 
the widest possible market, 
by building buzz, spread¬ 
ing the word, and find¬ 



ing buyers for the film. Of 
course, you have to have a 
good film for this strategy to 
work—but that is proving to 
be exactly the case to the 
thrill of everyone involved! 
The next festival for “Chil¬ 
dren of the Wind” is the In¬ 
ternational Film Festival of 
Antigua and Barbuda that 
takes place between Nov. 
18th and Nov. 25th. IFFAB 
is a big one-week Carib¬ 
bean film festival that will 
culminate in a big red-car¬ 
pet gala awards ceremony 
and after-awards party on 
Nov. 25th.□ 














































LOCAL I 15 


Thursday, December 6, 2012 


For the elderly of Aruba: 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall donates AWG. 35.000 to Cas di Glas 


The Palm Beach Plaza Mall 
(PBP) has donated a whop¬ 
ping AWG. 35.000,-- to Cas 
di Glas, the fundraising 
event that will shake, rattle 
and roll Aruba from De¬ 
cember 12 - 16. As the host 
of the exciting happening, 
the gorgeous, new mall, is 
setting a great example for 
the business community of 
the island, hoping that its 
gesture will be followed. 
The good cause for this 
year’s Cas di Glas is the el¬ 
derly via Wit Gele Kruis Aru¬ 
ba (WGK). Not only goods 
like beds, crutches, walk¬ 
ers and wheelchairs are 
urgently needed, but also 
a place where the elderly 
can safely spend their days. 
Hopefully, with the money 
of Cas di Glas a daycare 
center will be realized. 

Cas di Glas will start off with 
a caminata, a 5-kilometer 
walk. Called Flora's Santa 
Claus Caminata, you al¬ 
ready get the feeling that 
this walk will be special, 
and indeed: all partici¬ 


pants will be dressed up as 
Santa Clauses! Flora is 
sponsoring 500 suits and this 
caminata promises to be 
outrageous! It starts at Cas 
di Glas, the glass house that 
holds three deejays of local 


radio stations in it for the du¬ 
ration of the event, and the 
500 Santa’s will be walking 
along the hi-rise strip before 
coming back to the Palm 
Beach Plaza Mall. Registra¬ 
tion for this fun walk is al¬ 


ready possible: at Taste of 
Belgium Restaurant (PBP), 
Idefre or at Flora. The cost: 
AWG. 25,-, a Santa suit in¬ 
cluded. This entire amount 
will go towards Wit Gele 
Kruis Aruba for its project 


for the elderly. The four fol¬ 
lowing days and nights will 
be filled with performances 
of international and local 
artists, among them Levi Sil- 
vanie, Datapanik, The Hot 
Ones, Junior Tecla, DJ Fel¬ 


low, Jasper Taconis, Freek 
Bartels and many more, all 
sponsoring the event in a 
big way. Beach Tennis is be¬ 
ing played, there are free 
clinics and a tournament 
and there is a fashion show 


with, you guessed it, some 
gorgeous mature models 
showing the fine merchan¬ 
dise of PBP’s stores. Please 
look up www.casdiglas. 
com for schedules and 
updates. For more back¬ 


ground information on 
other editions of this fund¬ 
raising happening, look up 
www.hetglazenhuis.com. 
Through Palm Beach Plaza 
Mall’s generous donation, 
Cas di Glas 2012 is on its 
way to become a super 
fundraiser for Wit Gele Kruis 
Aruba. During Cas di Glas 
volunteers of WGK will be 
collecting money all over 
the island and hopefully ev¬ 
eryone will give freely. The 
good cause is the people 
who have made Aruba to 
the place it is today - there¬ 
fore the event’s slogan is 
'Danki na nos Grandinan 
- Now it is time to support 
Them! Of course Cas di 
Glas could not get off the 
ground without other spon¬ 
sors too, so hats off to KLM, 
ATA, Cool FM,Caliente, 
Power FM, Elite, Purple En¬ 
tertainment Group, Insel 
Air, Divi-Aruba All Inclu¬ 
sive hotels. Power-systems, 
Now, 24 ora.com,Taste of 
Belgium, The Boardwalk as 
well! □ 
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Aruba Beach Club, Princess Cruises support Ronald McDonald House 


For fifteen years, Aruba 
Beach Club Pool Towel 
Station Employee, Fabi- 
ana Maduro and her col¬ 
leagues has been the cen¬ 
ter of pop-tab collection 
efforts, the proceeds of 
which are donated to the 
Ronald McDonald House 
Centers. These tabs have 
been transported over 
the years by Aruba Beach 
Club members. Dr. Lorraine 
Gutowicz-Weinberger and 
other ABC members, on 
their return to the USA. 

The Ronald McDonald 
House program provides a 
“home-away-from-home” 
for families that have trav¬ 
eled far to obtain treat¬ 
ment for children with 
life-threatening diseases 
or conditions. The houses 
allow the families to stay 
close by their hospitalized 
child at little or no cost. 
Their houses are built on the 
simple idea that “nothing 
else should matter when a 


family is focused on healing 
their child - not where they 
can afford to stay, where 
they will get their next meal 
or where they will lay their 
head at night to rest. The 
Ronald McDonald House 
believes that when a child 
is hospitalized the love and 
support of family is as pow¬ 



erful as the strongest medi¬ 
cine prescribed.” 

The efforts of the ABC 
members have grown to 
the point that this year, 
they now have over a mil¬ 
lion pop- tabs collected to 
donate, which presented 
something of a problem 
regarding transport. Tight¬ 


ening of airline security 
measures has also resulted 
in it being too restrictive 
for the Aruba Beach Club 
Members to carry the pop- 
tabs on return flights to the 
USA. Recently, Richard 
(Rick) Titone, who resides in 
Florida and is a dedicated 
board member, decided 
to look for an alternative 
method. Rick contacted 
Donna Silvera Barnett, Port 
Operations/Logistics Spe¬ 
cialist of Princess Cruises. 
Donna listened carefully 
to his plea and decided to 
accept the challenge of 
transporting the shipment 
to their home port in Fort 
Lauderdale. The Ft. Lau¬ 
derdale Ronald McDonald 
House will be the recipient 
of this year’s donation. 
Donna then presented 
Giovanni Raghunath of 
the Armada Port Agency 
Services on Aruba with the 
project. He enthusiastically 
accepted the challenge 


of preparation and coor¬ 
dination efforts for the de¬ 
livery of the pop-tabs, to 
be pick-up by the Island 
Princess docked in Aruba 
tomorrow, December 7th. 
When Princess Cruise Lines 
learned of this fundraising 
project, they also initiated 
a pop-tab collection pro¬ 



gram. They will add the 
results of their efforts to 
the Aruba Beach Club’s 
donation. The Ronald Mc¬ 
Donald House will send the 
tabs to an aluminum recy¬ 
cling plant, which presents 
them with a check for the 
weight of the tabs. Most of 
the centers accommodate 
more than a thousand 
families annually who have 


traveled far from to be with 
their children during treat¬ 
ment at specialized hos¬ 
pitals, and in eight years, 
tab collection has resulted 
in nearly $110,000 dollars 
for the Ronald McDonald 
House in Philadelphia. 

The Aruba Beach Club 
would especially like to 
thank Donna Silvera Bar¬ 
nett and Princess Cruises, 
Giovanni Raghunath, Susy 
Maduro of Maxor Sea 
Freight NV for preparing the 
export documents, the Aru¬ 
ba Ports Authority, captain 
and crew of the Island Prin¬ 
cess, Fabiana Maduro, Dr. 
Lorraine Gutowicz-Wein¬ 
berger and Rick Titone for 
assisting in this continuing 
to assist a worthwhile foun¬ 
dation. A special thanks to 
members and guests of the 
Aruba Beach Club, some of 
which have even brought 
tabs collected at home to 
be added to those collect¬ 
ed by the ABCO 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!'' 



OHANJESTAO - The down¬ 
town marina li home of 
Driftwood FfiNng Charters, 
the Successful fishermen 
of Ihe established sealood 
reslouranf Driftwood In 
Oran jested. 

DriMwaod Owner Herby 


MerryweQfher has a love 
and passion For fishing. 
A fisherman who itnows 
about |jft, what olt local 
wafers hove to ofFer. and 
whoi the words "Ire-sh seo- 
tood" really moan. 

Whal Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the some day, herby loves 
la shore his fishing passion 
wilh Ihe many visitors 1o Ihe 
island - His Reel of a 35 St. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 It. twin Engine 
Past yacht, appropriately 
colled "Driftwood l and H, 
Is available for charters on 
a daily basis from Bam to 
12 roan and from I pm 1o 




WtrirtWl ul Ink LUKES Marino Group Uut Marlin Etleoi* To^nameflf SHOT 


5pm, 

Cote h your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, oil fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks ore also included, 
rcu con coll Herby directly 
al 592 4040 or go to 
www.dri1twDadaroba.com. 

Driftwood fiestauront 


This authentic Ambon sea- 
Jood restaurant is located 
in characteristic dawn lawn 
Oanjestad. The* extend¬ 
ed menu hos been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
doRy specials, as well as a 
delicious 4-course menu Far 
Just $25.95 

Charter deep SCO fishing 
rotes: 

$400- l/J day 


$740- full day 
Ra tes per boat 
Max. 6 people 
DrIFtwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Resfauronl; Klipslraat 12. 
Downtown Oranjeslad 
Tel: £397] 563 2515 
www.grfftwoodgnjbd.com 

Opening hours: every day. 
from 5pm till 10:30pm. 
Sunday Closed. 

















































Tampa Bay Lightning 
defenseman Mike 
Commodore (23) during the 
third period of an NHL hockey 
game against the Montreal 
Canadiens in this Feb. 28, 

2012 file photo taken in 
Tampa, Fla. 

Associated Press 

Commodore 
heads to 
minor 

VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — With the 
NHL lockout showing few 
signs of being resolved, 
Mike Commodore decid¬ 
ed he had to take action. 
And his decision to sign a 25- 
game professional tryout 
offer with the AHL's Hamil¬ 
ton Bulldogs wasn’t just an 
effort to salvage a season. 
“I need to be playing, in my 
opinion, if I want to have a 
good chance of continu¬ 
ing my career,” Commo¬ 
dore said while the Bulldogs 
visited the Abbotsford Heat 
for a pair of games last 
weekend. “So here I am.” 
The 33-year-old player 
from Sherwood Park, Al¬ 
berta, was among a long 
list of unrestricted NHL free 
agents who were left in 
limbo when the NHL col¬ 
lective bargaining agree¬ 
ment expired on Sept. 
15. Teams raced to sign 
younger, core assets be¬ 
fore the old CBA expired, 
but took a pass on older 
unrestricted free agents 
until new financial parame¬ 
ters, notably the salary cap 
maximum and contract¬ 
ing rules, were established. 

Continued on Page 18 
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[G^vef Br^rra^j quarterb f ack< Peyton 
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first quarter otlc^ IFL football game 
against! th etTamp a Bay Buccaneer^ 
rop Sunday* Dec. 2, 2012, in DenjSlr. 
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K^mplej^pjaStime during the game. 
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DISPORTS 



GRAND VICTORIA 


SFECtALlZE IN CHINESE AMD INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 




Located at the Palm Beach #184 neat the traffic lights opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. Wo have 
the best prices on all of our cuisines. Call; 5B6-4461 


# UHIMSA SUPWMMET 


unieasa 

Palm Beach MJU * Tel: (197)586-85-10 

Oj*fl hoyfS; M&k&iy ■ Sslufduy 03rrt ■ 1 ?miL.ln:<jH1 

Saflurday 8am * 10pm 

Has everything that you need for a goad 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beech items end much more. 



Shanshan, Parker in lead at Dubai Ladies Masters 



Feng Shanshan from China plays a ball on the 3rd hole during the round one of Dubai Ladies Mas¬ 
ters golf tournament in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday Dec. 5, 2012. 

Associated Press 


DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Shanshan Feng 
and Florentyna Parker both 
shot 6-under 66s Wednes¬ 
day to share the lead after 
the first round of the Dubai 
Ladies Masters. 

Feng, who became the first 
player from mainland Chi¬ 
na to win a major champi¬ 
onship in June at the LPGA 
Championship, had six 
birdies at the Emirates Golf 
Club. 

“I was patient because 
I was only 1 under after 
seven holes,” Feng said. “I 
missed a lot of chances but 
then made a 15-footer on 
8 and started doing really 
well from there.” 

Parker moved into a tie for 
the lead by birdieing the 
par-5 18th. 

“My putting was really good 
today,” the Englishwoman 
said. “I hit 14 greens, had 
26 putts, so I rolled them in 
nicely and got off to a good 


start. I’ve always done well 
on this course.” 

Klara Spilkova, Sahra Has- 
san and Cindy Lacrosse 
were a stroke behind at the 
season-ending Ladies Eu¬ 
ropean Tour tournament, 
while American teen and 
defending champion Lexi 
Thompon opened with a 

69. 

“I could have dropped a 
few more putts. I had a lot 
of lip-outs out there. But 
I'll take 3 under for a first 
round,” said Thompson, 
who had two bogeys on 
her first four holes. 

“If I can stay around there 
and shoot a few more un¬ 
der than that. I'll be in a 
good position.” 

Michelle Wie (70) is four 
shots behind after a round 
that included a double-bo- 
gey on the par-4 12th. Car- 
Iota Ciganda, who leads 
the Order of Merit, shot 

70. Q 



In this photo taken Nov. 10, 2012, Syracuse Crunch's Mike An- 
gelidis, right, battles for the puck against Rochester Americans’ 
Kevin Porter during an AHL hockey game in Syracuse, N.Y. As 
the NHL lockout rolls on, hockey fans are getting their fix in the 
American Hockey League. 


Commodore 

Continued on from page 17 

“Obviously, they were 
looking to lock up guys 
long-term with the expiry 
coming up,” he said. “But 
for guys like me, there 
wasn’t a real rush, and 
then the lockout started.” 
Commodore split last 
season with the Detroit 
Red Wings and Tampa 
Bay Lightning. Now in 
his 13th pro season, he 
has played for almost as 
many teams in that span. 
Since being drafted by 
New Jersey in the second 
round (42nd overall) in 
1992, he has logged 484 
career NHL regular-season 
games with the Devils, Cal¬ 
gary, Carolina, Ottawa, 
Columbus, Detroit and 
Tampa. He also has suited 
up in 53 playoff games. 
He won a Stanley Cup with 
the Carolina Hurricanes 


in 2005-06, played for the 
Calgary Flames squad 
that fell in seven games in 
the 2003-04 Stanley Cup 
finals to Tampa Bay, and 
was a member of Cana¬ 
da’s world championship¬ 
winning squad in 2007. 
He has 23 NHL career 
regular-season goals 


Associated Press 

and 83 assists along with 
eight postseason points. 
“The last two years for 
me, without getting too 
deep into it, haven't re¬ 
ally gone in my favor," 
said Commodore, who is 
slated to receive a pro¬ 
rated salary of $105,000 
after earning $1 million 


last season. “I haven’t 
played nearly as much as 
I would have liked, and it 
all happened very quick.” 
Commodore, who is 
sought for his physical play 
and has racked up 683 
career penalty minutes in 
the NHL, fell out of favor in 
Columbus after Scott Arniel 
took over as coach from 
Claude Noel in 2010-11. 
Shortly after getting rare 
time on the power play, the 
rearguard was dispatched 
to Springfield of the AHL 
for the rest of the season. 
His career took a turn 
for the better the follow¬ 
ing summer as Columbus 
bought out the remainder 
of his five-year, $ 18.75-mil- 
lion contract and he 
signed as a free agent with 
Detroit. But he struggled to 
get into the Red Wings line¬ 
up and was sent to Tampa 
Bay at the trade deadline. 
“I loved Columbus. ... I 


worked my (butt) off there, 
and how it ended, I don’t 
think was right at all," he 
said. “But that’s how it 
works sometimes. In De¬ 
troit, I had a great time. 
Great guys. Really good 
organization, obviously. 
There just wasn’t an op¬ 
portunity there for me. 
“I signed there on July 1, 
an hour into free agency, 
on a time limit, and I was 
supposed to get an op¬ 
portunity to play, and 
that didn’t happen. I was 
scratched till Christmas. 
I'm not sitting and com¬ 
plaining. It happens every 
year to somebody else.” 
Now, hefindshimself backin 
the league where he spent 
the last lockout, in 2004- 
05 with Calgary’s former 
farm club, the Lowell Lock 
Monsters. Commodore 
considered playing in Eu¬ 
rope this season, but opted 
for a loop that he knewO 
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Manning as accurate as ever coming off neck injury 



Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning (18) calls an au¬ 
dible at the line of scrimmage against the Tampa Bay Bucca¬ 
neers in the third quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 
2, 2012, in Denver. Manning passed Pro Football Hall of Famer 
Dan Marino for the second most completions all-time during the 
game. 


ARNIE STAPLETON 
AP Pro Football Writer 
ENGLEWOOD, Colorado 
(AP) — So much is made 
of what Peyton Manning's 
passes look like after four 
neck operations and a sea¬ 
son away from the gridiron. 
Do they wobble? Do they 
spiral? Do they dip or dive? 
No matter, they’re almost 
always on target. 

The Denver Broncos quar¬ 
terback, preparing to play 
the Oakland Raiders on 
Thursday, is completing 68 
percent of his throws, just 
shy of his career high of 
68.8 percent set in 2009 — 
and that's with his top two 
targets dropping 15 passes. 
Manning has completed 
at least 70 percent of his 
throws eight times this sea¬ 
son, tying his career high. 
He's also on pace to throw 
for more than 4,600 yards, 
near his career best. 

“I think it’s pretty historic,” 
coach John Fox said. “I wish 
we'd documented the pro¬ 
cess, to be honest with you. 
He had to come back from 
the injury he had, the re¬ 
sidual of the injury he had. 
It takes a special guy to 
come to a new team, new 
teammates, new city — 
everything about it is new 
other than the conference 
— it’s pretty amazing, actu¬ 
ally." Manning's accuracy 
would be even more re¬ 
markable if not for a com¬ 
bined 15 drops by wide re¬ 
ceivers Demaryius Thomas 
and Eric Decker, who have 
atoned for their blunders 
by together collecting 125 
receptions for 1,816 yards 
and 16 touchdowns. 
Thomas had two head¬ 
turning touchdown catch¬ 
es last weekend in a win 
over Tampa Bay that 
clinched the AFC West 
division for the Broncos, 
who are at 9-3. On one, 
he reached high between 
a safety and linebacker in 
tight coverage to snare the 
throw, and the other was 
something special even by 
Manning’s standards. 
Thomas curled around de¬ 
fender Leonard Johnson 
in the end zone. Just as he 
turned, the pass from Man¬ 
ning was in the crick of his 
right elbow. “I threw that 
ball as early as you can 
throw a pass,” Manning 


said. “An old coach would 
call that an anticipatory 
throw. I’m not sure if that is 
a word or not. 

But I threw that ball super 
early and Demaryius kind 
of came right around the 
DB and made a heck of 
a catch. That was really a 
special play." 

Manning may be as precise 
as ever, but he’s certainly 
not as polished as he’d like 
to be in his first season with 
the Broncos following his 
departure from Indianapo¬ 
lis. He continues to rehab 
after his throwing arm was 
weakened by a nerve inju¬ 
ry in his neck that sidelined 
him all of last season. 

“I really feel like I am a dif¬ 
ferent quarterback,” said 
the four-time NFL MVP, who 
might very well be on his 
way to a fifth. “I don’t think 
I’m trying to be the quarter¬ 
back I was when I was 28, 
29. 


I’m 36 years old, I’m com¬ 
ing off a season off. I’m with 
a new team, new team¬ 
mates. I’m kind of re-estab¬ 
lishing myself as a quarter¬ 
back at this time. 

“It’s a totally new chapter 
in my football career and 
I’m trying to be the best 
quarterback I can in this 
chapter. I’m not really try¬ 
ing to outdo the player I 
was earlier in my career.” 

In many ways, though, 
that’s exactly what he’s do¬ 
ing. 

Whatever Manning's lost in 
zip, he’s made up for in oth¬ 
er ways. He's completed 
304 of 448 passes for 3,502 
yards with a franchise-re- 
cord 29 touchdown passes 
and just nine interceptions. 
“I’m not sure I can do some 
of the things I could do 
when I was 28,” Manning 
said. 

“Is that because I’m 36 
years old? Could be. Is it 


because I'm playing with 
a different team and I’m 
getting on the same page 
with different teammates? 
It could be all of those.” 

The things that weren’t af¬ 
fected by his neck injury — 
footwork, balance, align¬ 
ment, recognition — have 
all aligned in Denver along 
with his return to health to 
make him as good as ever. 
“It's like riding a bike be¬ 
cause he's played football 
his entire life,” offensive co¬ 
ordinator Mike McCoy said. 
“It all came back to him.” 
It’s Manning’s smarts more 


Associated Press. 

than anything that ac¬ 
count for his off-the-charts 
precision, teammates say. 
“It’s mostly up here,” tight 
end Joel Dreessen said, 
pointing both of his index 
fingers to his head. 

“A lot of times, coverage 
dictates where the ball 
goes and he knows where 
the open guy is and then 
obviously he's very good 
at putting it on the money. 
It's really a combination of 
everything, but I would say 
knowledge of the game is 
the most important thing, 
and he’ll never lose that.’O 



Washington Redskins quarterback Robert Griffin III (10) is 
pulled down by New York Giants strong safety Stevie Brown 
(27) during the second half of an NFL football game in Lando- 
ver, Md., Monday, Dec. 3, 2012. 

Associated Press 

RG3’s jersey, boots 
headed to Hall of Fame 

ASHBURN, Virginia (AP) — Washington Redskins quar¬ 
terback Robert Griffin III already has a place in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. 

On Wednesday, the hall collected the grass- and 
dirt-stained burgundy jersey and boots worn by Grif¬ 
fin when he set the NFL single-season record for yards 
rushing by a quarterback in the Redskins’ win over the 
New York Giants. 

Griffin ran five times for 72 yards in the 17-16 victory on 
Monday, giving him 714 yards on the season and top¬ 
ping the mark of 706 set last year by Cam Newton. 

It’s been quite a week for Griffin, whose RG3 nickname 
was chanted repeatedly when he made an appear¬ 
ance at the Washington Wizards’ upset of the NBA 
champion Miami Heat on Tuesday.Q 


Mickelson to open season 
in desert vs overseas 

The Associated Press 

LA QUINTA, Calif. (AP) - Phil Mickelson is starting his new 
season in the desert, only much closer to home. 

Mickelson announced Wednesday he will play in the Hu¬ 
mana Challenge on Jan. 17-20 in La Quinta, Calif. That’s 
the same week several of golf’s biggest names will be 
across the globe in another desert at the Abu Dhabi Golf 
Championship. Tiger Woods andJason Dufner are among 
the Americans playing in Abu Dhabi. 

Mickelson won the tournament in 2002 and 2004 when it 
was known as the Bob Hope Classic. He set the tourna¬ 
ment record in 2004 with 37 birdies when it was a 90-hole 
event. 

Mark Wilson is the defending champion. FedEx Cup cham¬ 
pion Brandt Snedeker also said he would play the Huma¬ 
na ChallengeO 
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Pacquiao, Marquez at it again for fourth time 



Manny Pacquiao, left, and Juan Manuel Marquez, right, pose for photos during a news conference, 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012, in Las Vegas. Pacquiao and Marquez are scheduled to face off in a 
welterweight boxing match on Saturday. 

Associated Press 


TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Boxing Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — By now, 
there's nothing Manny Pac¬ 
quiao and Juan Manuel 
Marquez don't know about 
each other. After 36 rounds 
in the ring — many of which 
could have been scored 
either way — there’s not 
much fight fans don’t know 
about the two, either. 
They’ll probably do 12 
more rounds on Saturday, 
and if their three previous 
fights were any indication, 
the decision will be close. 
If styles make fights, their 
styles make for fights that 
can confound the ringside 
judges just as much as they 
do the people who pay to 
watch. 

So what’s the intrigue of 
fight No. 4? What reason 
do fight fans have other 
than the possibility of Mar¬ 
quez finally winning to 
spend money for a fight 
that could be as predict¬ 
able as the other three? 
Maybejust because there's 
a good chance you’ll nev¬ 
er see the two ring generals 
battle each other again. 

“I think this is the last fight 
with him,” Pacquiao said. 
“Last time,” agreed trainer 


Freddie Roach. “We’re go¬ 
ing to knock him out. End of 
story.” 

That might prove difficult 
because it didn’t happen 
in the first three fights and 
the general perception is 
that Pacquiao is beginning 
to slip, if just a bit. While no 
one is suggesting Pacquiao 
is still not a very good fight¬ 
er, his last two fights were a 
disputed win over Marquez 
and an even more dis¬ 


puted loss against Timothy 
Bradley. 

The line in the Pacquiao 
camp is that the fighter 
wasn’t focused against 
Marquez last time because 
of domestic problems 
and that he was robbed 
against Bradley. They claim 
he has something to prove, 
especially if he is ever to 
get Floyd Mayweather Jr. 
in the ring, and has been 
ferocious in training camp. 


“The fourth fight could be 
the same as the last three, 
but Manny’s hungrier now,” 
Roach said. “I don’t think 
Marquez has seen the best 
Manny yet.” 

The rivalry between Pac¬ 
quiao and Marquez goes 
back eight years, when 
they first met for the feath¬ 
erweight title and Pac¬ 
quiao came out and 
floored Marquez in the first 
round. Marquez got up only 


to go down two more times 
in the round, yet some¬ 
how managed to end the 
round on his feet.Marquez 
would not only survive, but 
come back to dominate 
the later part of the fight. 
He salvaged a draw on the 
judge’s scorecards, the first 
of three decisions he felt 
unjustly favored Pacquiao. 
They met again at 130 
pounds (59 kilograms) in 
2008 and the fight was al¬ 
most as close. 

Pacquiao won one score- 
card, Marquez the other, 
while the third judge fa¬ 
vored Pacquiao by one 
point, giving him a split-de¬ 
cision win. 

Then they fought last year 
at 144 pounds (65 kilo¬ 
grams) and Pacquiao 
won a majority decision 
that angered both Mar¬ 
quez and the crowd at the 
MGM Grand arena, which 
booed heavily when it was 
announced. 

“Everybody knows what 
happened the last few 
fights,” Marquez said. “I 
want to be more aggres¬ 
sive this time, but with in¬ 
telligence, because Man¬ 
ny is a very dangerous 
fighter.”Q 


Larkin: Drug cheats do not belong 
in Hall of Fame 



In this July 22, 2012, file photo, 
former Cincinnati Reds star 
Barry Larkin holds his plaque 
after his induction into the 
National Baseball Hall of 
Fame and Museum during a 
ceremony in Cooperstown, 
N.Y. 

Associated Press 

By HOWIE RUMBERG 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - Barry 
Larkin wants to keep base¬ 
ball’s most exclusive club 
clean. 


Inducted into the Hall of 
Fame last summer after 
a 19-year career with the 
Cincinnati Reds, Larkin told 
The Associated Press in a 
phone interview Wednes¬ 
day that players who 
cheat shouldn’t receive 
baseball's highest individu¬ 
al honor. 

”1 think if you cheated, no, 
you don't deserve it be¬ 
cause I know how difficult 
it was for me to get there 
and how difficult it was for 
me just to compete on an 
everyday basis,” Larkin 
said. ”1 think if you cheated 
I think you made a decision 
and I don't think you be¬ 
long.” 

Larkin was in New York to 
sign items that will be auc¬ 
tioned off as part of Steiner 
Sports’ 25th anniversary. All 


the proceeds of the online 
auction will go to charities 
that are supporting fami¬ 
lies affected by Superstorm 
Sandy. 

The 1995 NL MVP was 
speaking about a month 
ahead of the voting results 
for next year's Hall class. 
Barry Bonds, Roger Clem¬ 
ens and Sammy Sosa are 
all up for selection for the 
first time. Ultimately, Larkin 
thinks the players who used 
performance enhancers 
will be kept out of Cooper¬ 
stown just as Pete Rose has 
been denied admission be¬ 
cause he is banned for life 
for gambling on the sport. 
"I look at what has hap¬ 
pened with Pete Rose. Pete 
Rose is not a Hall of Fame 
player, banned from base¬ 
ball. But if you go up to the 


Hall of Fame all of his re¬ 
cords, his bats, everything 
in is represented in the Hall 
of Fame - 4,256 (hits),” Lar¬ 
kin said.' ’ I see a very similar 
thing happening with guys 
that are associated with or 
been accused of using ste¬ 
roids. I think they will recog¬ 
nize their accomplishments 
but I don’t think those play¬ 
ers will be admitted to the 
Hall of Fame.” 

Larkin spent nearly his entire 
career playing in the Ste¬ 
roids Era. And he doesn't 
want to jump to conclu¬ 
sions about the stars he 
played against. The three¬ 
time Gold Glove shortstop 
would like to see baseball 
offer definitive guidance 
on who has done perfor¬ 
mance enhancers and 
who has not before ad¬ 


monishing them. 

“’There can’t be this hear¬ 
say. If you can prove it, 
then that’s what it is,” 
said Larkin, who will man¬ 
age Brazil in March’s World 
Baseball Classic. “'If you 
can’t prove it you're inno¬ 
cent until proven guilty.” 
These days, the 12-time All- 
Star discusses the dangers 
of steroid use with many of 
the young players he helps 
support through his Barry 
Larkin Charitable Founda¬ 
tion. With a team in New 
Jersey, the Jersey City Reds, 
and two more on the way, 
one in Orlando - where he 
currently lives - and anoth¬ 
er in his hometown of Cin¬ 
cinnati, Larkin has ample 
opportunity to dissuade 
young athletes from using 
illegal substances. □ 
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NBA Roundup 

Shock loss for 
Heat, as OKC, 
Grizzlies win again 



Washington Wizards' Kevin Seraphin (13), of France, and Shaun Livingston (14) defend Miami Heat 
guard Dwyane Wade (3) during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Dec. 4,2012, 
in Washington. The Wizards won 105-101. 


The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Washington Wizards can't 
beat many teams, but 
they beat the best: LeBron 
James and the Miami Heat. 
Perhaps inspired by the 
courtside presence of Red¬ 
skins rookie quarterback 
Robert Griffin III, the Wizards 
doubled their victory total 
this season with a 105-101 
win over the Heat on Tues¬ 
day night, despite James' 
triple-double of 26 points, 
13 rebounds and 11 assists. 
Jordan Crawford led Wash¬ 
ington with 22 points, in¬ 
cluding three free throws in 
the final 11 seconds, while 
James missed a potentially 
tying 3-pointer with 3.9 to 
go. 

While the reigning NBA 
champion Heat's six-game 
win streak ended, and they 
fell to 12-4, the Wizards im¬ 
proved to 2-13. They start¬ 
ed the season 0-12, but 
have won two of their last 
three. 

Kevin Seraphin had 16 
points and 10 boards to 
help Washington out- 
rebound Miami 44-43. 
Dwyane Wade scored 24 
for Miami, while Chris Bosh 
added 20 points and 12 re¬ 


bounds. Miami made only 
8 of 28 attempts on 3-point- 
ers. 

THUNDER 117, NETS 111 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kevin 
Durant scored 32 points, 
Russell Westbrook had 25 
points and nine assists, and 
Oklahoma City held off 
Brooklyn for its sixth straight 
victory. 

Serge Ibaka added 18 
points and Thabo Sefo- 
losha 14 for the Thunder, 
who revved up the NBA's 
No. 1 offense to surpass 
100 points in a 10th straight 
game for the first time in 15 
years. 

The Thunder, who beat 
the Nets for the seventh 
straight time, let a 16-point 
lead shrink to two down 
the stretch, even as they 
shot 60.6 percent for the 
game. 

Deron Williams scored a 
season-high 34 points for 
the Nets, who had their six- 
game home winning streak 
snapped. 

ROCKETS 107, LAKERS 105 
HOUSTON (AP) — Toney 
Douglas had a season- 
high 22 points and Greg 
Smith added a career-best 
21 to help Houston beat 
Los Angeles. 


The Lakers had a 13-point 
lead with less than 10 min¬ 
utes to go, but Houston 
used two big runs, includ¬ 
ing a 9-2 spurt, to take a 
100-99 lead with about 2 
1/2 minutes left. 

Kobe Bryant hit a 3-pointer 
with 13.3 seconds left to cut 
the lead to 106-105 before 
fouling Douglas, who made 
one of two free throws with 
8.8 seconds left. Bryant 
missed a 3-point attempt 
before Metta World Peace 
was off on a putback to 
give Houston the win. 
Bryant led the Lakers with 
39 points and Howard had 


16 points and 12 rebounds. 
PACERS 80, BULLS 76 
CHICAGO (AP) — Paul 
George scored 34 points, 
and Roy Hibbert added 10 
points and 11 rebounds to 
help Indiana close its road 
trip at 3-1 with a win over 
Chicago. 

The Bulls, who failed to 
win three straight for the 
first time this season, were 
able to keep David West, 
Indiana’s leading scorer, 
in check — but George 
picked up the slack. 
George scored 10 points in 
the first quarter, highlighted 
by a thunderous dunk as 


Associated Press 

George Hill’s 3-point at¬ 
tempt bounced up off the 
back of the rim. 

Nate Robinson scored 19 of 
the 25 points the Bulls got 
from their reserves. 

Carlos Boozer notched his 
seventh double-double in 
nine games with 14 points 
and 10 rebounds for Chi¬ 
cago. 

GRIZZLIES 108, SUNS 98, OT 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 

Zach Randolph set season 
highs with 38 points and 22 
rebounds to carry Mem¬ 
phis down the stretch and 
in overtime in a win over 
Phoenix. □ 


NBA fines Gerald Wallace $5,000 for flopping 



Brooklyn Nets forward Gerald Wallace (45) jostles with Oklahoma City Thunder center Kendrick 
Perkins (5) on a rebound in the second half of their NBA basketball game at Barclays Center, Tues¬ 
day, Dec. 4, 2012, in New York. The Thunder won 117-111. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Brooklyn 
Nets forward Gerald Wal¬ 
lace has been fined $5,000 
by the NBA for flopping, 
joining teammate Reggie 
Evans as the only repeat of¬ 
fenders under the league’s 
new penalty system. 

The league also gave Clip¬ 
pers veteran Chauncey 
Billups a warning Wednes¬ 
day for falling backward 
after launching a jumper 
against Utah with little or no 
contact. 

Wallace was defending a 
driving LeBron James on 
Saturday in Miami when he 
went tumbling backward 
after James put his right 
hand on Wallace's body 


while dribbling with his left. 
Wallace had previously 
been warned for a flop 
against New York on Nov. 
26. The league defines flop¬ 
ping as “any physical act 
that appears to have been 
intended to cause the ref¬ 
erees to call a foul on an¬ 
other player.” 

Players are warned for a 
first offense, with fines be¬ 
ginning at $5,000 for the 
second flop up to $30,000 
for a fifth. 

Seven players have been 
determined to have 
flopped after review by 
NBA officials. Evans is the 
only other player to be 
caught twice.Q 
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Longer tamoxifen use cuts cancer deaths 


MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

Breast cancer patients tak¬ 
ing the drug tamoxifen can 
cut their chances of having 
the disease come back or 
kill them if they stay on the 
pills for 10 years instead of 
five years as doctors rec¬ 
ommend now, a major 
study finds. 

The results could change 
treatment, especially for 
younger women. The find¬ 
ings are a surprise because 
earlier research suggested 
that taking the hormone¬ 
blocking drug for longer 
than five years didn’t help 
and might even be harm¬ 
ful. 

In the new study, research¬ 
ers found fhaf women who 
took tamoxifen for 10 years 
lowered their risk of a recur¬ 
rence by 25 percent and of 
dying of breast cancer by 
29 percent compared to 
those who took the pills for 
just five years. 

In absolute terms, con¬ 
tinuing on tamoxifen kept 
three additional women 
out of every 100 from dying 
of breast cancer within five 
to 14 years from when their 
disease was diagnosed. 
When added to the benefit 
from the first five years of 
use, a decade of tamoxi¬ 
fen can cut breast cancer 
mortality in half during the 
second decade after diag¬ 
nosis, researchers estimate. 


LINDA A. JOHNSON 
AP Business Writer 
TRENTON, New Jersey (AP) 

— For Alzheimer’s patients 
and their families, desper¬ 
ate for an effective treat¬ 
ment for the epidemic dis¬ 
ease, there’s hope from 
new studies starting up and 
insights from recent ones 
that didn’t quite pan out. 

If the new studies succeed, 
a medicine that slows or 
even stops progression of 
the brain-destroying dis¬ 
ease might be ready in 
three to five years, said Dr. 
William H. Thies, chief medi¬ 
cal officer of the Alzheim¬ 
er's Association. The group 
assists patients and care¬ 
givers, lobbies for more 
research and helps fund 
studies. 

“The number of smart peo- 


Some women balk at tak¬ 
ing a preventive drug for so 
long, but for those at high 
risk of a recurrence, “this 
will be a convincer that 
they should continue," said 
Dr. Peter Ravdin, director of 
the breast cancer program 
at the UT Health Science 
Center in San Antonio. 


He reviewed results of fhe 
sfudy, which was being 
presented Wednesday at a 
breast cancer conference 
in San Antonio and pub¬ 
lished by the British medical 
journal Lancet. 

About 50,000 of the roughly 
230,000 new cases of breast 
cancer in the United States 
each year occur in women 
before menopause. Most 


pie working on this problem 
means to me we’ll begin 
to manage it better in the 
very near future,” Thies 
said. “It may be as short as 
three years away." 

That's only if government 
and other sources provide 
tens of millions of dollars for 
additional research and 
more patients join clinical 
studies. 

After decades of stumbles 
and dozens of promising 
experimental drugs failing, 
scientists think they’re now 
on the right track. They’re 
targeting what they be¬ 
lieve are the mechanisms 
to arrest a disease that 
steadily steals patients’ 
personality and ability to 
remember, think and care 
for themselves. 

A vaccine is in mid-stage 


breast cancers are fueled 
by estrogen, and hormone 
blockers are known to cut 
the risk of recurrence in 
such cases. 

Tamoxifen long was fhe fop 
choice, but newer drugs 
called aromatase inhibitors 
— sold as Arimidex, Fema- 
ra, Aromasin and in generic 


form — do the job with less 
risk of causing uterine can¬ 
cer and other problems. 

But the newer drugs don’t 
work well before meno¬ 
pause. Even some women 
past menopause choose 
tamoxifen over the newer 
drugs, which cost more and 
have different side effects 
such as joint pain, bone loss 
and sexual problems. 


testing, and drugmakers 
shy about funding expen¬ 
sive treatment tests could 
start as many as 30 studies 
once they’re more confi¬ 
dent that their approach is 
sound, Thies said. Early next 
year, the first study to try 
to prevent Alzheimer's be¬ 
gins — in people a decade 
away from symptoms but 
who have a genetic muta¬ 
tion that causes early onset 
Alzheimer's. It will include 
three drugs that each at¬ 
tack the country’s No. 6 
killer in a different way. 

And in May, the Obama 
administration unveiled an 
ambitious national plan to 
fund new research, better 
train those caring for Al¬ 
zheimer’s patients. 

The number of Alzheimer's 
patients in the U.S. is ex- 


The new study aimed to 
see whether over a very 
long time, longer treatment 
with tamoxifen could help. 
Dr. Christina Davies of the 
University of Oxford in Eng¬ 
land and other researchers 
assigned 6,846 women who 
already had taken tamoxi¬ 
fen for five years to either 
stay on it or take dummy 
pills for another five years. 
Researchers saw little dif¬ 
ference in the groups five 
to nine years after diagno¬ 
sis. But beyond that time, 
15 percent of women 
who had stopped taking 
tamoxifen after five years 
had died of breast cancer 
versus 12 percent of those 
who took it for 10 years. 
Cancer had returned in 25 
percent of women on the 
shorter treatment versus 21 
percent of those treated 
longer. 

Tamoxifen had some trou¬ 
bling side effects: Longer 
use nearly doubled the risk 
of endometrial cancer. But 
it rarely proved fatal, and 
there was no increased risk 
among premenopausal 
women in the study — the 
very group tamoxifen helps 
most. 

“Overall the benefits of ex¬ 
tended tamoxifen seemed 
to outweigh the risks sub¬ 
stantially,” Dr. Trevor Powles 
of the Cancer Centre Lon¬ 
don wrote in an editorial 
published with the studyO 


pected to jump from the 
current 5.4 million to 16 mil¬ 
lion by 2050. Costs for care, 
mostly borne by taxpay¬ 
ers, could skyrocket from 
roughly $200 billion this year 
to $1.1 trillion in 2050. The 
few treatments available 
only ease symptoms tem¬ 
porarily. 

On Monday, drugmaker 
Merck & Co. announced 
it’s just begun the first com¬ 
bined mid- and late-stage 
study of a BACE inhibitor. 
That’s a new type of drug 
designed to slow mental 
and functional decline 
by limiting production of 
amyloid beta, the protein 
that's the main ingredient 
in brain-damaging amy¬ 
loid plaques considered 
the most likely cause of 
Alzheimer's. □ 


Seniors to fight 
Medicare cuts 

Laura Green 
© 2012 Cox Newspapers 
WASHINGTON - The ad 

opens with a gray-haired 
woman grocery shopping, 
an older man working in an 
auto repair shop and two 
little girls running to hug 
their grandmother. While 
these people go about 
their everyday lives, politi¬ 
cians in Washington are 
once again deciding the 
fate of Medicare, a pro¬ 
gram more important to se¬ 
niors than almost any other. 
"We can do better than a 
last-minute deal that would 
hurt all of us,” fhe announc¬ 
er says in fhe AARP ad run¬ 
ning across the country. 
Advocates for seniors are 
cranking up fheir lobby¬ 
ing efforts again to try to 
prevent Congress and the 
White House from slashing 
Medicare. Because lead¬ 
ers could not agree on a 
plan last year to cut the 
deficit, they are now con¬ 
fronting what’s known as 
the fiscal cliff. Come Jan. 
1, abouf $500 billion in fax 
increases and $200 billion 
in spending cuts will drop 
like a load onto the backs 
of American taxpayers and 
businesses. Elected officials 
can avoid it only by com¬ 
ing with a similar number of 
cuts or additional revenue. 
Medicare is the nation’s 
third most expensive pro¬ 
gram, behind Social Secu¬ 
rity and defense spending. 
And its costs keep grow¬ 
ing. That's why many ana¬ 
lysts have concluded that 
cost-saving changes to the 
program are essential to 
any long-term plan to cut 
the nation’s deficit. In 1970, 
Medicare accounted for 
4 percent of government 
spending. In 2011, Medi¬ 
care cost $560 billion, or 16 
percent of federal govern- 
menf spending. Lobbyists 
for seniors, however, say 
ensuring fhe sustainabil¬ 
ity of Medicare is such an 
enormous challenge that 
no deal reached in the 
waning hours of a budget 
deadline can bring a last¬ 
ing or well-considered solu¬ 
tion. "Whatever changes 
Washington makes at this 
state in the game, they're 
not going to be focused 
on making the program 
better.Q 


New Alzheimer’s drug studies offer hope 



The drug tamoxifen can cut breast cancer patients’ chances of 
having the disease come back or kill them if they stay on the pills 
for 10 years instead of five years as doctors recommend now, a 
major study finds. (Handout Photo) 
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Ask.com adds mobile apps to its search results 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

You're apt to discover 
more useful apps for your 
smartphone or tablet com¬ 
puter at Ask.com beginning 
Tuesday. 

At least that's the thinking 
behind a licensing agree¬ 
ment that Ask’s search 
engine has forged with Sili¬ 
con Valley startup Quixey, 
which has spent the past 
three years refining a tech¬ 
nology to analyze the 
services offered through 
millions of applications de¬ 
signed for iPhones, iPads, 
Android gadgets, Windows 
devices and BlackBerrys. 
Results from Quixey’s da¬ 
tabase will now appear 
among the answers that 
Ask delivers to questions 
posed on its search engine. 
The apps results primarily 
will be featured in a new 
section of Ask that is sched¬ 
uled to debut at 8 p.m. ET 
Tuesday. 

In some cases, though, an 
app might appear in the 
main results, even when a 
request isn’t explicitly seek¬ 
ing a mobile application. 
For instance, someone 
looking for good places to 
take a hike might see an 
app for locating trails listed 
among the results. Or a 
query for the television se¬ 


ries “30 Rock” may highlight 
apps from Netflix or Hulu 
that offer entire episodes 
instead of just listing Web 
links with information about 
the show. 

Ask's addition of an apps 
section is another example 
of the accelerating shift 
from personal computers 
to mobile devices, a move 
that is reshaping the way 
people interact with tech¬ 
nology. The evolution will 
force general-purpose 
search engines to change 
their ways or risk becoming 
less relevant, predicts Quix¬ 
ey founder and CEO Tomer 
Kagan. 

“Search is no longer about 
just reading documents,” 
Kagan said. “It's about find¬ 
ing the technology to help 
us with what we are trying 
to do.” 

Ask, which is owned by IAC/ 
InterActiveCorp is hoping 
the new apps feature can 
lure some traffic away from 
the Internet’s much larger 
search engines. 

Although it processes more 
than a half billion requests 
each month in the U.S. 
alone. Ask remains a distant 
fourth among search en¬ 
gines with a market share 
of about 3 percent, ac¬ 
cording to the latest data 
from the research firm com- 
Score Inc. Google Inc. runs 


the dominant search en¬ 
gine with nearly 67 percent 
share of the U.S. market, fol¬ 
lowed by Microsoft Corp.'s 
Bing at 16 percent and Ya¬ 
hoo at 12 percent. 

“Apps are gateways to 
some of the most top-notch 
digital content out there, so 
this integration fits perfectly 
with where our product is 
headed,” said Shane Mc- 
Gilloway, Ask’s chief oper¬ 
ating officer. 

The Ask alliance represents 
the largest licensing deal 
so far for Quixey, which has 
raised about $24 million 
since its inception in Oc¬ 
tober 2009. The company 
currently employs about 
50 people at its Mountain 
View, Calif, headquarters. 
Quixey’s technology is also 
available on its own web¬ 
site and through a few 
other partners. It is also fea¬ 
tured in the Skyfire browser 
that's included on some of 
the mobile phones sold by 
AT&T Corp. 

People already conduct 
regular searches for apps, 
usually within the individual 
stores set up for each of the 
major operating systems 
that power mobile devices. 
The database that Quixey is 
licensing to Ask is meant to 
serve as a one-stop shop to 
find any app available on 
any operating system.□ 


Digital rights groups blast Dutch 
computer plan 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — Digital rights groups 
have called on the Dutch justice minister 
to retract a proposal that would give the 
country's police the right to break into 
computers, including foreign citizens’ com¬ 
puters, to combat cybercrime. 

Minister Ivo Opstelten says investigators 
have the right to install Internet taps with 
court permission, citing the need to fight 
online pedophiles. That sometimes requires 
breaking into computers. 


But a coalition of rights groups — including 
the Electronic Frontier Foundation and the 
Netherlands’ Bits of Freedom — say other 
countries will likely follow suit and then at¬ 
tempt to enforce their own laws abroad. 
The coalition said “these local laws would 
not solely address cybercrime, but also is¬ 
sues deemed illegal in other countries, 
such as blasphemy and political criticism.” 
The Dutch parliament debates the propos¬ 
al this week. □ 



This image provided by Ask and Quixey shows the new Ask search 
engine feature the company created with the Silicon Valley 
startup Quixey. Quixey which has spent the past three years 
refining a technology to analyze the services offered through 
millions of applications designed for iPhones, iPads, Android 
gadgets, Windows devices and BlackBerrys. 
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First Course 

SEAFOOD PROMENADE 
stuffed and baked to a golden color 

Escargot a la creme 

creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 

Second Course 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

ROAST TENDERLOIN MEDICI 
a mediterranean speciality 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
BROILED PORK MEDALLION 
with a dijon mustard sauce and apple mousse 
BAKED STUFFED GROUPER 
glazed with seafood thermidor 

Early Brid Dinner $22 

Only from 5pm - 7pm 

Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
CHEESE CAKE 
ICE CREAM 

$ 22.00 plus Service Charge 
In combination with coupons will be a 
surcharge of $4.00 


FOR RESERVATION 


Itt 


503-0890 


LG. Smith Siva. 160 near the low rise Hotels 
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Stocks gain on “cliff” hope, led by banks 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
closed higher Wednesday, 
their first gain of the week, 
as bank shares rose and 
comments by President 
Barack Obama made in¬ 
vestors optimistic that a 
quick deal could be made 
to avoid the “fiscal cliff.” 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 82.71 points, 
or 0.6 percent, to end at 
13,034.49. It had been up 
as much as 137. The Stan¬ 
dard and Poor’s 500 closed 
up 2.23 points to 1,409.28. 
The Nasdaq composite 
was down 22.99 points to 
2,973.70, held back by a 
slump in Apple. 

Citigroup jumped $2.17, or 
6.3 percent, to $36.46 af¬ 
ter the bank said it plans to 
eliminate more than 11,000 
jobs, or about 4 percent 


of its workforce, to cut ex¬ 
penses and improve ef¬ 
ficiency. Travelers surged 
$3.47, or 4.9 percent, to $74 
after it announced plans 
to resume stock buybacks. 
Travelers temporarily sus¬ 
pended repurchases fol¬ 
lowing Superstorm Sandy 
while it assessed its expo¬ 
sure to damage claims. 
“We can probably solve 
this in about a week, it’s 
not that tough,” Obama 
said in lunchtime remarks 
to the Business Roundtable 
in Washington. The com¬ 
ments, made just before 
noon, helped push the 
market higher, said Quincy 
Crosby, a market strategist 
at Prudential Financial. 
Stocks have largely traded 
sideways for two weeks as 
investors wait for develop¬ 
ments from Washington 
on crucial budget talks to 


avoid the “fiscal cliff,” a se¬ 
ries of sharp government 
spending cuts and tax in¬ 
creases scheduled to start 
Jan. 1 unless an agreement 


is reached to cut the bud¬ 
get deficit. Economists say 
that the measures, if imple¬ 
mented, could push the U.S. 
back into recession. 


Apple was among the de- 
diners, falling $37.05, or 6.4 
percent, to $538.79. Stifel 
Financial analyst Aaron 
Rakers said the drop was 


in part due to comments 
from AT&T Mobility chief 
executive officer Ralph de 
La Vega, which suggest¬ 
ed that smartphone ac¬ 



Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange, in 
New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


Starbucks to open another 1,500 cafes 


CANDICE CHOI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Star- 
bucks, the world’s biggest 
coffee company, is plan¬ 
ning to add at least 1,500 
cafes in the U.S. over the 
next five years. 

The plan, which would 
boost the number of Star- 
bucks cafes in the country 
by about 13 percent, is set 
to be announced at the 
company’s investor day in 
New York Wednesday. 

In addition, the Seattle- 
based company says it will 



Starbucks, the world's biggest coffee company, is planning to 
add at least 1,500 cafes in the U.S. over the next five years. 

(AP Photo/David Goldman) 


eventually serve a new 
brand of tea in its cafes. 
Rather than its Tazo tea, 
Starbucks is turning its at¬ 
tention to Teavana, which 
it announced it would ac¬ 
quire last month. 
Worldwide, the company 
says it will have more than 
20,000 cafes by 2014, up 
from its current count of 
about 18,000. 

Much of that growth will 
come from China, which 
the company says will sur¬ 
pass Canada as its sec¬ 
ond-biggest market.Q 


tivations this quarter were 
lagging the same period 
a year ago. The stock has 
now dropped 23 percent 
since closing at a record 
$702.10 in September. 
Stocks are still up on the 
year, after the Federal Re¬ 
serve extended its bond¬ 
buying program in Septem¬ 
ber, offsetting concern that 
the European debt crisis 
was set to spread. The Dow 
has gained 7 percent and 
S&P 500 has advanced 12 
percent. “The market will 
hold on to its gains for the 
year. Given the uncertainty 
I don’t see any compelling 
reasons for an increase,” 
said Brian Gendreau, a 
market strategist with Ce¬ 
tera Financial Group, a Los 
Angeles-based broker. “But 
that could change in a 
blink. If there’s better-than- 
expected news from these 
negotiations, the market 
could pop.” A Chinese 
government pledge to 
maintain policies intended 
to strengthen the world’s 
second-largest economy 
helped raise optimism 
about global growth. Chi¬ 
na's Shanghai Composite 
Index jumped 2.9 percent 
to 2,031.91 .Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng ended 2.2 per¬ 
cent higher at 22,270.91. 

A private survey showed 
Wednesday that U.S. busi¬ 
nesses added fewer work¬ 
ers in November, in part 
because Superstorm San¬ 
dy shut down factories, 
retail stores, and other 
companies. □ 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM & SWING! I AFTERNOON SNORKEL 


SUNSET SAIL 


DAILY 9-1:30pm $57pp I DAILY 2:30-5:30pm $38pp I Mon & Fri 5-7pm $30p|T 
Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, I Shorter version with Open I Open Bar included 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! | Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! | & Ropeswing! 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations pq# 04 AT /PA% papq 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding 9oO O l vf / u OdO 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon 
for morning cruise 
Save $5 per couple/per coupon 
for afternoon cruise 


Citigroup to cut 11,000 jobs; takes $1B charge 


JESSICA GREENBERG 
© 2012 New York Times 

Citigroup announced 
Wednesday that it would 
cut 11,000 jobs, reducing 
its workforce by roughly 4 
percent in an effort to cut 
costs. 

Under the reduction, 1,900 
jobs will be eliminated in 
the institutional clients di¬ 
vision. Another 6,200 posi¬ 
tions will be removed from 
the bank’s consumer bank¬ 
ing business, along with 
2,600 jobs in the operations 
and technology group. 

The reductions at Citigroup 
come after the bank's pow¬ 
erful chairman, Michael 
E. O'Neill, engineered the 
ouster of its former chief ex¬ 
ecutive, Vikram S. Pandit, 
and named a handpicked 
successor, Michael L. Cor- 
bat, according to several 
people close to the bank. 
Since the power change 
in October, which stunned 
Wall Street, there has been 
unease throughout the 
upper ranks of Citigroup, 
according to the people. 
Some within the executive 
ranks have been worried 
that O'Neill, acting through 
Corbat, would quickly pare 
down the bank. 

“These actions are logical 
next steps in Citi's transfor¬ 
mation,” Corbat said in a 
statement. “While we are 
committed to - and our 
strategy continues to le¬ 
verage - our unparalleled 
global network and foot¬ 
print, we have identified 
areas and products where 
our scale does not provide 
for meaningful returns.” 

The bank said it would take 
a pretax charge of roughly 
$1 billion in the fourth quar¬ 
ter and $100 million of relat¬ 
ed charges in the first half 



Citigroup announced on Wednesday that it would cut 11,000 jobs, reducing its work force by 
roughly 4 percent in an effort to cut costs. 

(Michael Falco/The New York Times) 


of 2013. In the third quarter, 
Citigroup reported a profit 
of $468 million, or 15 cents 
a share. 


When Corbat took on the 
role of chief executive in 
October, he told analysts 
he intended to continue a 


strategy at Citigroup of fo¬ 
cusing on the bank’s core 
businesses. 

The cuts were made after 


exhaustive meetings in No¬ 
vember involving virtually 
every head of the business¬ 
es at Citigroup's headquar¬ 
ters in New York, according 
to several senior executives 
at the bank. The mandate 
was to find ways to reduce 
costs.Citigroup has had a 
turbulent recent history, af¬ 
ter teetering on the brink 
of collapse during the fi¬ 
nancial crisis and receiv¬ 
ing a $45 billion lifeline from 
the federal government. 
Since emerging from the 
financial crisis, it has been 
sharply reducing its expens¬ 
es and trying to shed even 
more troubled assets in an 
effort to restore the bank to 
its past profitability. 

But those efforts have been 
dogged by missteps and 
turmoil. In March, for ex¬ 
ample, the Federal Reserve 
dealt a stunning blow to 
Citigroup when it scuttled 
the bank’s plans to raise its 
dividend or increase share 
buybacks. Q 
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Roberto’s 

Waters ports 

3 hours sailing & Snorkeling on the 
SEA-VENTURE 

INCL * Light lunch 
* Open bar 
* Clean equipment 

2A persons max. 

Location: Moomba Beach 



: BEN LO CIGARS 

i Import A Export * Me ship allwer (he twrtd 4 TrL:S86i5SS 
■ Locked m j/ic Arena* Garten. awr to San 4 

1 Paparazzi' and Tango Restaurant. 


He are specialized itt premium Cuban Cigars. 
Opening hours: Mon. - Sat. S:30am - II;90pm 
Sunday 9:00am - Ii :00pm 


Depending on Qiircna3& we have discounts slatting iron a\ m to 2 Ds. 
_ With purchase ol £20 nrmnrB 1 fftli ClSftH 



3 Course Local Menu 


(Coupon andvougetlthiy promotion 


fiEMCEiM LlU.lllhH 






Appetizer, Entree and Dessert 

Fish Soup or Salad 

lee Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake 


Choice include our specialties: 
Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, 
Fisherman's Loot, Ribs, Qasparito Chicken. 

(Qasparito #3 • Noord, Aruba) 

V Tel: (297) 586-7144 / 586-7044 J 

Don’t forget about our early bird special from 5:30 to 6:30 


*21 


95 

• p/p 


firing (hjx coupon fnr your five Cuban Cigar[ 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 12/06 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Maui garland 

4 Just the _ 
day; recently 

9 “How _ you!” 
cry of outrage 

13 Gobbles up 

15 Courageous 

16 Nation in the 
Middle East 

17 Part of the foot 

18 Michelin 
products 

19 _-off; good¬ 

bye party 

20 Small long¬ 
haired dog 

22 Cereal grains 

23 Send via USPS 

24 Regulation 

26 Naval rank 

29 Disdaining 

34 Prima 
spoiled person 

35 Blackboard 

36 Female deer 

37 Boring situation 

38 Leather with a 
napped surface 

39 Roaring feline 

40 Mischief-maker 

41 Signs of poorly 
mashed taters 

42 Baggy 

43 Many a writer 
of prose works 

45 Punctuation 
marks 

46 Hamster or cat 

47 Wrestler Hogan 

48 Dad 

51 Charming; 
attractive 

56 Military division 

57 In the _ of an 
eye; instantly 

58 Tidy 

60 Girl who dies in 
“Little Women” 

61 Warrior’s spear 

62 Storm or 
Gordon 

63 Go back & forth 

64 Go into 

65 Hightailed it 

DOWN 

1 Meadowland 


2 British peer 

3 Poison ivy 
symptom 

4 Get 

5 Court event 

6 Angel’s 
instrument 

7 12/24 & 12/31 

8 Determined 

9 Refuse to 
acknowledge 

10 Region 

11 Carry on 

12 Finishes 
14 Humiliating 
21 Long story 

25 “My lips_ 

sealed” 

26 Cantor or 
Fisher 

27 Standards 

28 Ginger cookies 

29 Dozed 

30 Cushions 

31 Dumbbell 

32 Lasso’s end 

33 Trait 
transmitters 

35 Totals 


38 Appropriate 

39 Good-_; 
handsome 

41 Caustic soap 
ingredient 

42 Soothe; pacify 

44 Indifference 

45 Member of the 
Friends’ Church 


47 Consequently 

48 British taverns 

49 Once more 

50 Pocket bread 

52 Blueprint 

53 Half-quart 

54 Within reach 

55 Celebration 

59_-gallon hat 


©2012 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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NOOOO CAP!!!!!! 

Michigan woos Hollywood; ends up with a bit part 



LOUISE STORY 
© 2012 New York Times 
PONTIAC, Mich. - Even the 
great and powerful Oz 
could not save the film stu¬ 
dio that was supposed to 
save this town. 

The studio, a state-of-the- 
art facility fit for Hollywood 
blockbusters, had risen 
from the ruins of a Gen¬ 
eral Motors complex here. 
It was the brainchild of a 
small group of investors with 
big plans: The studio would 
attract prestigious filmmak¬ 
ers, and the movie produc¬ 
tions would create jobs 
and pump money into the 
local economy. A glamor¬ 
ous sheen would rub off on 
this down-on-its-luck town. 
But in Pontiac, happy end¬ 
ings do not usually come 
Hollywood-style. The tale 
behind the studio, though, 
was cinematic in its own 
right, filled with colorful 
characters, calls from the 
White House and a starring 
role for Michigan’s taxpay¬ 
ers. Rounding out the cast 
was a big-budget Disney 
movie, “Oz: The Great and 
Powerful.” 

It all started in August 2007, 
when Gov. Jennifer M. Gra- 
nholm met with Mike Bind¬ 
er, a Michigan-born actor 
and director who was la¬ 
menting the state's lack¬ 
luster program to award 
financial aid - otherwise 
known as film credits - to 
the movie industry. Gran- 
holm, an aspiring actress 
when she was in her early 
20s, said she became de¬ 
termined to make Michi¬ 
gan competitive. 

Eight months later, the 
capital of the flailing auto 
industry became the 
capital of film tax credits. 
For every dollar spent lo¬ 
cally, filmmakers would 
receive almost half back 
from Michigan. That sort 
of money turns heads at 
even the richest film stu¬ 
dios, and word spreads 
fast. Janet Lockwood, the 
director of the state's film 
office, said that a week af¬ 
ter the enhanced credits 
were announced, she was 
besieged at a movie con¬ 
ference in Santa Monica, 
Calif., by “the baby studios 
to the big guys.” 


Hollywood may make mov¬ 
ies about the evils of capi¬ 
talism, but it rarely works 
without incentives, which 
are paid for by taxpayers. 
Nationwide, more than 
$1.5 billion in tax breaks is 
awarded to the film indus¬ 
try each year, according 
to a state-by-state survey 
by The New York Times. 
Within two months, 24 mov¬ 
ies had signed up to film 
in Michigan - up from two 
the entire year before. The 
productions estimated that 
they would spend $195 
million filming there, and 
in return they would be re¬ 
funded about $70 million in 
cash. 

By 2008, a plan was being 
hatched for what would 
become the movie studio 
in Pontiac. The man be¬ 
hind it. Linden Nelson, was 
a well-connected local 
entrepreneur with a char- 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817 - 834-4261 


ismatic personality. He had 
made a name for himself 
by creating the removable 
key chain for valet parkers 
in the 1980s. His company 
later manufactured pro¬ 
motional trinkets for brands 
like AT&T and Harley-Da- 
vidson. In the late 1990s, 
Nelson found himself in the 
headlines when a fire broke 
out at his office in Beverly 
Hills, Mich. It was ruled ac¬ 
cidental. 

Nelson got the idea for 
the studio, he said, from 
his college-age son, who 
had heard that the Michi¬ 
gan tax credits were the 
talk of the Cannes Film Fes¬ 
tival in France that year. 
Nelson met an old friend, 
Ari Emanuel, over coffee 
in Aspen, Colo., to discuss 
the idea. Emanuel was the 
force behind what would 
become William Morris En¬ 
deavor Entertainment, and 


Psychic Kira Solves 
problems where 
others have failed. 

Karma, aura, and chakra 
readings and 
cleansings. 
Results Guaranteed. 
814 - 851-6474 


Tel: SB2-0697 / 5&3-T404 
Schatlond str. 70 
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his fast-talking, take-no- 
prisoners style had been 
immortalized in HBO's “En¬ 
tourage." His brother Rahm 
would soon be named the 
chief of staff to President 
Barack Obama. 

Intrigued, Emanuel did not 
take long to sign on. 
Motown Motion Pictures 
LLC was incorporated in 
May 2008, and two more 
partners came on board. 
One, John Rakolta Jr., had 
building expertise as the 
head of a commercial 
construction company. 
The other, A. In early 2009, 
the four investors bought 
the property from GM for 
“virtually nothing,” said 
Rakolta. General Motors, 
which had just received 
a hefty federal bailout, 
“spent more on the car¬ 
pet than we spent on this 
building,” he said.Q 



FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 14 bath unit 
check it out now at 

www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

_ 113454 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent / sale 
wk 46 Aruba Beach Club 
Rm 136 $3200 

wk 47 Tropicana 1 br 11/24 starts, 
need offer 

La Cabana Rm 105 C, fri 1 br 
ground fl, 12/7 starts $3200 BO. 
Call 565-9394 E-mail: 

rmwimw@aol.com 

US 508-651-0016 

197786 


FOR SALE/ RENT 

Divi Golf / beach wk 5 start 2/2 
2 Rm Pent house Rm 4211, gated, 
2 bath all amenities, roof hot tub- 
grillet $6950, equity value $16,700 
local till 12/8 

call: 565-9394 or 508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

197787 


FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water and 
furniture. I will reduced the price at 
$160,000 due to emergency 
reasons for more info. 594-6639 

197793 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


6 December 

Dr. Yagua-Fingal 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica di Serv. Noord Tel: 586-4606 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 


Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency ♦ ♦*?■*>**♦ 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


dies* 1 



Dec. 6 Caribbean Princess 
Celebrity Constellation 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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^ I SCIENCE 



Expert panel: NASA seems lost in space, needs goal 



This Tuesday, July 19, 2011 image provided by NASA shows the International Space Station pho¬ 
tographed by a member of Atlantis’ STS-135 crew during a fly around as the shuttle departed the 
station on the last space shuttle mission. 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — NASA 
is adrift without a coherent 
vision for where it should 
be going, an independent 
panel of U.S. space, sci¬ 
ence and engineering ex¬ 
perts said in a stinging re¬ 
port issued Wednesday. 
The report by the Na¬ 
tional Academy of Sci¬ 
ences does not blame the 
space agency; it faults the 
president, Congress and 
the nation for not giving 
NASA clear direction. At 
the same time, it said NASA 
is doing little to further the 
White House's goal of 
sending astronauts to an 
asteroid. 

Panel member Bob Crip- 
pen, a retired NASA man¬ 
ager and astronaut who 
piloted the first space 
shuttle mission, said he 
has never seen the space 
agency so adrift. He said 
that includes the decade 
between the end of the 
Apollo moon landings and 
the beginning of the shut¬ 
tle program. 

“I think people (at NASA) 
want to be focused a lit¬ 
tle more and know where 
they are going,” Crippen 
told The Associated Press. 
NASA spokesman David 
Weaver said in an emailed 
statement that the agency 
has clear and challeng¬ 
ing goals. He listed sev¬ 


eral projects, including 
continued use of the In¬ 
ternational Space Station 
and efforts to develop a 
heavy-lift rocket and crew 
capsule capable of tak¬ 
ing astronauts into deep 
space. 

President Barack Obama 
in 2010 told the space 
agency to plan to send as¬ 
tronauts to an asteroid by 
2025 as a training ground 
for an eventual Mars land¬ 
ing. 

But the 80-page report 
from the national acade¬ 


my and its authors said that 
there is little support for that 
idea within NASA and the 
international space com¬ 
munity. Also, NASA hasn’t 
allocated much money for 
it. Nor has it done much to 
locate an asteroid target. 
The agency's vague strate¬ 
gic plan avoids mention of 
an asteroid mission. 

After the 2003 space shuttle 
Columbia accident, the 
independent board inves¬ 
tigating what wrong said 
NASA needed a bigger 
long-term plan for human 
exploration. Then-Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush an- 


Associated Press 

nounced that the shuttle 
would be retired and that 
NASA’s new goal would be 
to return astronauts to the 
moon with a permanent 
base there as a stepping 
stone to Mars. 

When Obama took office, 
he appointed an outside 
committee that said the 
moon plan was not prop¬ 
erly funded and was not 
sustainable. 

The panel offered a list of 
several options, including 
an asteroid mission as a 
possible stepping stone to 
Mars. Obama chose that 
path. 


Crippen said an asteroid 
mission just does not make 
sense technically or politi¬ 
cally and may just be too 
tough. 

“I hate to use the word 
credible, but people don’t 
buy it,” said academy pan¬ 
el member Marcia Smith, 
president of Space and 
Technology Policy Group. 
“They don’t feel that the 
asteroid mission is the right 
one.” 

The reason people aren’t 
buying it is that they don’t 
see money budgeted for 
it and they don't see the 
choice of target, said pan¬ 
el chairman Albert Carn- 
esale, former chancellor of 
the University of California 
at Los Angeles. I 
nside NASA, “people were 
wondering: What are we 
doing to actually accom¬ 
plish this?” Carnesale said 
at a news conference. 
Carnesale said he wouldn’t 
use the word “adrift” to de¬ 
scribe where NASA is, but 
three other panel members 
said it was an apt descrip¬ 
tion. And the report said 
NASA’s strategic plan “is 
vague and avoids stating 
any clear prioritization of 
the goals” 

University of Chicago physi¬ 
cist Michael Turner, another 
panel member, said in an 
interview: “What we're try¬ 
ing to say if you read be¬ 
tween the lines is, ‘Yeah, 
they are adrift, but it took 
a village to get adrift be¬ 
cause they don’t set their 
agenda.’” 

Syracuse University public 
policy professor W. Henry 
Lambright, who wasn’t part 
of the study but has written 
about space policy, said 
Obama has not sold NASA, 
Congress and the country 
on his plan. 

“I really think it’s Obama’s 
fault,” Lambright said. 
NASA “is suffering from be¬ 
nign neglect.”G 
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NBR Awards name ‘Zero Dark Thirty’ best film 



Writer and producer Mark Boal, left, actor Jason Clarke, director 
and producer Kathryn Bigelow, center, actress Jessica Chastain 
and actor Kyle Chandler participate in a “Zero Dark Thirty” photo 
call on Tuesday Dec. 4, 2012 in New York. 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kath¬ 
ryn Bigelow's “Zero Dark 
Thirty” continued to gather 
awards momentum as the 
National Board of Review 
named the Osama bin 
Laden hunt docudrama 
the best film of the year. 
The board is the second 
notable group to name 
“Zero Dark Thirty” best film, 
following the New York 
Film Critics Circle. The two 
early awards suggest the 
film may be the Academy 
Awards frontrunner, four 
years after Bigelow’s “The 
Hurt Locker” triumphed at 
the Oscars. 

The film took three awards 
Wednesday from the Na¬ 
tional Board of Review, 
which also named Bigelow 
best director and Jessica 
Chastain, who stars as a 
CIA agent, best actress. 

The group also gave a 
boost to the “Silver Lin¬ 


ings Playbook," David O. 
Russell's comedic drama 
about a mentally unsta¬ 
ble former teacher (Brad¬ 
ley Cooper) attempting 
to reorder his life. Cooper 
was named best actor 
and Russell was given best 
adapted screenplay. (Best 
original screenplay went to 
Rian Johnson for his script 
to the thriller “Looper.”) 
Leonardo DiCaprio won 
best supporting actor for his 
performance as a wealthy 
slave owner in Quentin 
Tarantino’s “Django Un¬ 
chained.” Best supporting 
actress went to Ann Dowd 
for her performance as a 
fast-food manager terror¬ 
ized by a prank caller in 
“Compliance.” 

The board also cited Ben 
Affleck, director and star 
of the Iran hostage crisis 
drama “Argo,” for spe¬ 
cial achievement in film- 
making. Best ensemble 
went to the cast of Tom 


Hooper’s musical adapta¬ 
tion of “Les Miserables.” 
The group is also highlight¬ 
ing John Goodman with its 
“spotlight award,” noting 
the actor’s work this year 
in “Argo,” "Flight,” "Para- 
norman" and “Trouble With 
the Curve.” 

The National Board of Re¬ 
view, a group of film aca¬ 
demics, students and pro¬ 
fessionals founded in 1909, 
is one of the first groups to 
announce its picks for the 
year's best movies. The 
Los Angeles Film Critics an¬ 
nounce their choices on 
Sunday. The Golden Globe 
nominations come Dec. 13. 
The National Board of Re¬ 
view has some pedigree 
in picking films that have 
gone on to win best picture 
at the Oscars, though not 
in recent years. 

Last year, it selected 
“Hugo,” while the acad¬ 
emy chose “The Artist.” In 
2010, it selected “The Social 


Network” while the acad¬ 
emy chose “The King's 
Speech.” 

In addition to individual 
awards, the board also lists 
its top 10 films, in no par¬ 
ticular order: “Zero Dark 
Thirty,” "Argo,” "Lincoln,” 
"Beasts of the South¬ 
ern Wild,” "Django Un¬ 


chained,” "Looper,” "Les 
Miserables," "The Perks of 
Being a Wallflower,” "Sil¬ 
ver Linings Playbook” and 
“Promised Land." 

The awards will be handed 
out at a gala on Jan. 8 in 
New York at Cipriani’s, to 
be hosted by Meredith 
Vieira.□ 


Manager: Jazz composer, pianist Dave Brubeck dies 



In this Aug. 8, 2010 file photo, composer Dave Brubeck plays at 
his last appearance at the Newport Jazz Festival in Newport, R.l. 

Associated Press 


PAT EATON-ROBB 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Jazz composer 
and pianist Dave Brubeck, 
whose pioneering style 
in pieces such as “Take 
Five” caught listeners' ears 
with exotic, challenging 
rhythms, has died. He was 
91. 

Brubeck died Wednesday 
morning at Norwalk Hos¬ 
pital of heart failure after 
being stricken while on his 
way to a cardiology ap¬ 
pointment with his son Dar¬ 
ius, said his manager Rus¬ 
sell Gloyd. Brubeck would 
have turned 92 on Thurs¬ 
day. 

Brubeck had a career that 
spanned almost all Ameri¬ 
can jazz since World War 
II. He formed The Dave Bru¬ 
beck Quartet in 1951 and 
was the first modern jazz 
musician to be pictured on 
the cover of Time maga¬ 
zine — on Nov. 8, 1954 — 
and he helped define the 
swinging, smoky rhythms of 
1950s and ‘60s club jazz. 
George Wein, a jazz pia¬ 
nist and founder of the 
Newport Jazz Festival, had 
known Brubeck since he 
first worked in Wein’s club 
in Boston in 1952. 


“No one else played like 
Dave Brubeck,” he said. 
“No one had the approach 
to the music that he did. 
That approach communi¬ 
cated.” 

Brubeck “represented the 
best that we can have in 
jazz,” he added. “The qual¬ 
ity of his persona helped 
every other jazz musician." 
The seminal album “Time 
Out," released by the quar¬ 
tet in 1959, was the first ever 
million-selling jazz LP, and is 
still among the best-selling 
jazz albums ever. It opens 
with “Blue Rondo a la Turk” 
in 9/8 time — nine beats to 
the measure instead of the 
customary two, three or 
four beats. 

A piano-and-saxophone 
whirlwind based loosely on 
a Mozart piece, “Blue Ron¬ 
do” eventually intercuts 
between Brubeck's piano 
and a more traditional 4/4 
jazz rhythm. 

The album also features 
“Take Five” — in 5/4 time — 
which became the Quar¬ 
tet’s signature theme and 
even made the Billboard 
singles chart in 1961. It was 
composed by Brubeck’s 
longtime saxophonist, Paul 
Desmond. 

“When you start out with 


goals — mine were to play 
polytonally and polyrhyth- 
mically — you never ex¬ 
haust that,” Brubeck told 
The Associated Press in 
1995. “I started doing that 
in the 1940s. It's still a chal¬ 
lenge to discover what can 
be done with just those two 
elements." 

After service in World War II 
and study at Mills College 
in Oakland, California, Bru¬ 
beck formed an octet in¬ 
cluding Desmond on alto 
sax and Dave van Kreidt on 
tenor. Cal Tjader on drums 
and Bill Smith on clarinet. 
The group played Brubeck 
originals and standards by 


other composers, including 
some early experimenta¬ 
tion in unusual time signa¬ 
tures. Their groundbreaking 
album “Dave Brubeck Oc¬ 
tet" was recorded in 1946. 
The group evolved into the 
Quartet, which played uni¬ 
versities. The Quartet’s first 
album, “Jazz at Oberlin," 
was recorded live at Ober¬ 
lin College in Ohio in 1953. 
Ten years later, Joe Mo- 
rello on drums and Eugene 
Wright on bass joined with 
Brubeck and Desmond to 
produce “Time Out." 

In later years Brubeck com¬ 
posed music for operas 
and ballet. 


In 1988, he played for 
Mikhail Gorbachev, at 
a dinner in Moscow that 
then-President Ronald Rea¬ 
gan hosted for the Soviet 
leader. 

“I can’t understand Rus¬ 
sian, but I can understand 
body language,” said 
Brubeck, after seeing Gor¬ 
bachev tapping his foot. 

In the late 1980s, Brubeck 
contributed music for one 
episode of an eight-part 
series of television specials, 
“This Is America, Charlie 
Brown.” 

His music aired in an epi¬ 
sode involving NASA and 
the space station. He 
worked with three of his 
sons — Chris on bass trom¬ 
bone and electric bass, 
Dan on drums and Mat¬ 
thew on cello — and in¬ 
cluded excerpts from his 
Mass “To Hope! A Celebra¬ 
tion,” his oratorio “A Light 
in the Wilderness,” and a 
piece he had composed 
but never recorded, “Quiet 
As the Moon.” 

“That’s the beauty of mu¬ 
sic,” he told the AP in 1992. 
“You can take a theme 
from a Bach sacred cho¬ 
rale and improvise. 

Continued on Next Page 
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Possible Anna Wintour appointment gets London talking 



This Friday, Feb. 12,2010 photo shows Vogue Editor-in-Chief Anna 
Wintour before the start of the Rag & Bone fall 2010 collection 
during Fashion Week in New York. 

Associated Press 


GREGORY KATZ 
SYLVIA HUI 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Thomas 
Jefferson, Ben Franklin, 
John Quincy Adams... and 
now Anna Wintour? 

A report suggesting that the 
influential editor-in-chief of 
Vogue is one of the can¬ 
didates being considered 
for the top U.S. diplomatic 
post in France or Britain has 
sparked spirited debate 
about her qualifications, 
exciting Britain’s glamour- 
hungry tabloids but raising 
hackles at the conserva¬ 
tive Daily Telegraph. 

“Anna Wintour may be an 
enticing pick for a celeb¬ 
rity-fixated White Flouse,” 
wrote Nile Gardner in the 


sador Louis Susman, who 
has announced plans to 
step down. White Flouse of¬ 
ficials have also refused to 


ing," she wrote. “She is 
enormously charismatic, a 
born networker and a for¬ 
midable fundraiser.” 


Continued from Previous Page 



This 1956 file photo shows 
American composer, 

pianist and jazz musician 
Dave Brubeck. Brubeck, a 
pioneering jazz composer and 
pianist died Wednesday, Dec. 
5, 2012 of heart failure, after 
being stricken while on his way 
to a cardiology appointment 
with his son. He would have 
turned 92 on Thursday. 

Associated Press 


A * 


Telegraph. “But she is emi¬ 
nently unsuitable for Ameri¬ 
ca’s most prestigious diplo¬ 
matic posting.” 

The possibility that the 
British-born Wintour would 
move into London’s grand 
ambassadorial residence 
was raised several years 
ago by The Guardian news¬ 
paper— where her brother 
Patrick is a prominent jour¬ 
nalist — and again this 
week by Bloomberg News, 
which based its report on 
“two people familiar with 
the matter.” 

Officials at the U.S. Embassy 
in London said they would 
not speculate on President 
Obama’s eventual choice 
for a successor to Ambas- 


comment. 

Officials caution that a de¬ 
cision is months away and 
would only follow the ap¬ 
pointment of a new secre¬ 
tary of state to replace out¬ 
going Hillary Clinton and 
would also include a thor¬ 
ough vetting process. 
Guardian fashion writer 
Jess Cartner-Morley said 
the editor — the model for 
the imperious character 
played by Meryl Streep in 
“The Devil Wears Prada” 
movie — would be well- 
suited for an ambassado¬ 
rial position. 

“Wintour is generally ac¬ 
knowledged as whipsmart 
and extremely hard-work- 


Cartner-Morley also chal¬ 
lenged the dismissive view 
that Wintour's many years 


Rihanna will executive 
produce ‘Styled to Rock’ 

Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Pop star 
Rihanna is getting into the 
TV business. 

The 24-year-old singer 
will executive produce 
and star in the new series, 

“Styled to Rock,” for the 
Style network. Style Media 
made the announcement 
Wednesday. 

The 10-episode series, to air 
next year, will give 12 aspir¬ 
ing designers, chosen by 
Rihanna, an opportunity to 
style A-list stars. The weekly 
celeb guest will decide 
which designer did the best 
job. One contestant will be 
sent home, and those re¬ 
maining will advance to 
the next week’s challenge. 



This Nov. 7, 2012 file photo 
shows singer Rihanna during 
the 2012 Victoria’s Secret 
Fashion Show in New York. 

Associated Press 

At the end, one aspiring 
designer will be named the 
winner. Prizes are still being 
determined. 

A casting search is under 
way on Style’s website. 
*Style is a division of NBCU- 
niversal. □ 


Dave Brubeck 


comes from; the treatment 
of it can be jazz." 

In 2006, the University of 
Notre Dame gave Brubeck 
its Laetare Medal, award¬ 
ed each year to a Roman 
Catholic “whose genius 
has ennobled the arts and 
sciences, illustrated the 
ideals of the church and 
enriched the heritage of 
humanity." 

At the age of 88, in 2009, 
Brubeck was still touring, 
in spite of a viral infection 


It doesn't make any dif¬ 
ference where the theme 


in the fashion industry are 
not enough, citing recent 
ambassadorial choices of 
a retired investment bank¬ 
er and a retired car dealer¬ 
ship owner. “Is a career as 
one of the biggest global 
players in an industry esti¬ 
mated to be worth $900 bil¬ 
lion to the world economy 
really so inferior and shallow 
by comparison?" the writer 
asked. Vogue spokeswom¬ 
an Megan Salt in New York 
said Wednesday said that 
Wintour is very happy with 
her present job. 

Wintour raised $40 million 
for Obama’s re-election 
through a number of cam¬ 
paigns and star-studded 
dinners she co-hosted with 
some of the most power¬ 
ful people in the entertain¬ 
ment and fashion worlds. 
In August, she teamed up 
with movie mogul Plarvey 


that threatened his heart 
and made him miss an April 
show at his alma mater, the 
University of the Pacific. 

By June, though, he was 
playing in Chicago, where 
the Tribune critic wrote 
that “Brubeck was coax¬ 
ing from the piano a high 
lyricism more typically en¬ 
countered in the music of 
Chopin.” 

In 1996, he won a lifetime 
achievement award from 
the Grammys and in 2009 
he was a Kennedy Center 
Honors recipient. 

Brubeck told the AP the 
Kennedy Center award 
would have delighted his 
late mother, Elizabeth Ivey 
Brubeck, a classical pia¬ 
nist who was initially disap¬ 
pointed by her youngest 
son’s interest in jazz. (He 
added that she had lived 
long enough to come to 
appreciate his music.) 
Numerous jazz musicians 
were scheduled to par¬ 
ticipate in a birthday con¬ 
cert in Brubeck's honor 
that had been scheduled 
for Thursday in Waterbury. 
The show will go on as a 
tribute concert. Darius, an 
acclaimed pianist, was 
among those scheduled to 
perform along with saxo¬ 
phonist Richie Cannata, 
and Bernie Williams, former 
New York Yankees star and 
a jazz guitarist. 

“What he brought was a 


Weinstein for a fundraising 
dinner, after a success¬ 
ful party at Sarah Jessica 
Parker's Manhattan home 
in July. The ambassadorial 
posts in France and Britain 
— formally known as the 
Court of St. James’s — are 
among the most coveted in 
the diplomatic ranks. They 
also typically go to wealthy 
individuals willing to use 
personal funds to buttress 
the government-provid¬ 
ed entertainment budget. 
Wintour, 63, is best-known 
for her trademark glossy 
bob hairstyle, oversized 
sunglasses and haughty 
demeanor. Born in London, 
she started in fashion jour¬ 
nalism at Harper’s Bazaar 
and New York magazine, 
and after working at the 
helm of other glossies be¬ 
came editor-in-chief at U.S. 
Vogue in 19880 


new meter to jazz," said 
Cannata. “I was probably 
in high school or elementa¬ 
ry school when I first heard 
that 5/4 feel. I said, ‘Wow, 
what is that?’ I was totally 
influenced. It made me 
stand up and pay atten¬ 
tion to another whole feel 
of music.” 

Born in Concord, California, 
on Dec. 6, 1920, Brubeck 
actually had planned to 
become a rancher like his 
father. 

He attended the College of 
the Pacific (now the Univer¬ 
sity of the Pacific) in 1938, 
intending to major in veteri¬ 
nary medicine and return 
to the family’s 45,000-acre 
spread. 

But within a year Brubeck 
was drawn to music. He 
graduated in 1942 and 
was drafted by the Army, 
where he served — most¬ 
ly as a musician — under 
Gen. George S. Patton in 
Europe. At the time, his 
Wolfpack Band was the 
only racially integrated unit 
in the military. 

In an interview for Ken 
Burns’ PBS miniseries “Jazz,” 
Brubeck talked about play¬ 
ing for troops with his inte¬ 
grated band, only to return 
to the U.S. to see his black 
bandmates refused service 
in a restaurant in Texas. 
Brubeck and his wife, lola, 
had five sons and a daugh¬ 
ter. □ 
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The Truly Grand Bargain 
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Pro Football’s Violent 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2012 New York Times 

Sometimes you have to walk 
through the desert to get to the 
Promised Land. That’s the way it 
is for Republicans right now. The 
Republicans are stuck in a miser¬ 
able position at the end of 2012, 
but, if they handle things right, 
they can make 2013 an excellent 
year - both for their revival pros¬ 
pects and for the country. 

First, they have to acknowledge 
how badly things are stacked 
against them. Polls show that 
large majorities of Americans are 
inclined to blame Republicans if 
the country goes off the “fiscal 
cliff.” The business community, 
which needs a deal to boost con¬ 
fidence, will turn against them. 
The national security types and 
the defense contractors, who 
hate the prospect of sequestra¬ 
tion, will turn against them. 
Moreover a budget stalemate 
on these terms will confirm every 
bad Republican stereotype. Re¬ 
publicans will be raising middle- 
class taxes in order to serve the 
rich - shafting Sam’s Club to ben¬ 
efit the country club. If Republi¬ 
cans do this, they might as well 
get Mitt Romney’s “47 percent” 
comments printed on T-shirts and 
wear them for the rest of their 
lives. 

So Republicans have to real¬ 
ize that they are going to cave 
on tax rates. The only question 
is what they get in return. What 
they should demand is this: That 
the year 2013 will be spent put¬ 
ting together a pro-growth tax 
and entitlement reform pack¬ 
age that will put this country on 
a sound financial footing through 
2040. 

Republicans should go to the 
White House and say they are 
willing to see top tax rates go up 
to 36 percent or 37 percent and 
they are willing to forgo a debt¬ 
ceiling fight for this year. 

This is a big political concession, 
but it’s not much of an economic 
one. President Barack Obama 
needs rate increases to show the 
liberals he has won a “victory,” 
but the fact is that raising revenue 
by raising rates is not that much 
worse for the economy than rais¬ 
ing revenue by closing loopholes, 
which Republicans have already 
conceded. 

In return, Republicans should also 
ask for some medium-size entitle¬ 
ment cuts as part of the fiscal cliff 
down payment. These could fit 
within the framework Speaker 
John Boehner sketched out Mon¬ 
day afternoon: chaining Social 


Security cost-of-living increases 
to price inflation and increasing 
the Medicare Part B premium to 
35 percent of costs. 

But the big demand would be 
this: That on March 15, 2013, 
both parties would introduce 
leader-endorsed tax and entitle¬ 
ment reform bills in Congress that 
would bring the debt down to 60 
percent of GDP by 2024 and 40 
percent by 2037, as scored by 
the Congressional Budget Office. 
Those bills would work their way 
through the normal legislative 
process, as the Constitution in¬ 
tended. If a grand bargain is not 
reached by Dec. 15, 2013, then 
there would be automatic de¬ 
fense and entitlement cuts and 
automatic tax increases. 

Both parties say they are earnest 
about fundamental tax and en¬ 
titlement reform. This deal would 
force them to think beyond the 
10-year budget window and put 
credible plans on the table to ad¬ 
dress the long-term budget prob¬ 
lems while there is still time. No 
more waiting for the other guy to 
go public with something serious. 
The ensuing debate would force 
voters to face the elemental truth 
- that they can only have a gov¬ 
ernment as big as they are willing 
to pay for. It would force elected 
officials to find a long-term pro¬ 
growth solution as big as Simp- 
son-Bowles. 

Republicans could say to the 
country: Hey, we don’t like raising 
tax rates. But we understand that 
when a nation is running a $16 tril¬ 
lion debt that is exploding year by 
year, everybody has to be willing 
to make compromises and sacri¬ 
fices. We understand that the big 
thing holding the country back is 
that the political system doesn’t 
function. We want to tackle big 
things right now. 

The year 2013 would then be 
spent on natural Republican turf 
(tax and entitlement reform) in¬ 
stead of natural Democratic turf 
(expanding government pro¬ 
grams). 

Democrats would have to submit 
a long-term vision for the coun¬ 
try that either reduced entitle¬ 
ment benefits or raised middle- 
class taxes, violating Obama’s 
campaign pledge. Republicans 
would have to face their own 
myths and evasions, and be¬ 
come a true reform and modern¬ 
ization party. 

The 2012 concession on tax rates 
would be overshadowed by the 
2013 debate on the fiscal future. 
The world would see that the Unit¬ 
ed States is tackling its problem in 
a way that Europe isn’t. 

Political power in each party 
would shift from the doctrinaire 
extremists to the practical deal- 
makers. 

Besides, the inevitable package 
would please Republicans. The 
House would pass a conserva¬ 
tive bill. The Senate would pass a 
center-left bill. The compromise 
between the two would be cen¬ 
ter-right. 

It’s pointless to cut a short-term 
deal if entitlement programs are 
still structured to bankrupt our 
children.^ 
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Pro football left me with a neck 
injury. Watching pro football, I 
mean. At least three of the games 
that started at 1 p.m. Eastern time 
on Sunday went thrillingly down 
to the wire, two of them bleed¬ 
ing into overtime, and as I sat in 
a sports bar jerking my gaze from 
the television showing the Colts to 
the one with the Seahawks to the 
one with the Rams, I suffered mild 
whiplash. I ache as I write. The 
whole 2012 season has been like 
that: seesaw contests, last-minute 
heroics. The spectacle presented 
by the National Football League 
has perhaps never been better. 
Or uglier. And on Sunday, there 
was also a reminder of that, the 
overtime games overshadowed 
by the anguished examination 
of a murder-suicide, just a day 
earlier, involving the Kansas City 
Chiefs linebacker Jovan Belcher. 
Belcher, 25, shot and killed his 
22-year-old girlfriend, then him¬ 
self. They left behind a baby girl, 
Zoey. Chiefs players are already 
talking about a fund for her. That’s 
apt, but they should be talking 
about a whole lot else as well. 
There’s something rotten in the 
NFL, an obviously dysfunctional 
culture that either brings out sad, 
destructive behavior in its fear¬ 
some gladiators or fails to protect 
them and those around them 
from it. And while it’s too soon to 
say whether Belcher himself was 


a victim of that culture, it’s worth 
noting that the known facts and 
emerging details of his story echo 
themes all too familiar in pro foot¬ 
ball over recent years: domestic 
violence, substance abuse, er¬ 
ratic behavior, gun possession, 
bullets fired, suicide. His death 
was the most stunning NFL news 
of the last few days, but not the 
only peek into a world of tortured 
souls and crippled bodies. In The 
Times, Judy Battista reported 
that this year would be a record 
one for drug suspensions in the 
league, a result in part of an ap¬ 
parent rise in the use of the stimu¬ 
lant Adderall. The record could 
reflect heightened vigilance by 
league officials, but still: The high 
stakes, physical demands and 
physical agony inherent in pro 
football indisputably encourage 
drug taking, and some oft-med¬ 
icated players graduate to years 
of addiction problems. The scien¬ 
tific journal Brain just published a 
study by Boston University inves¬ 
tigators of 85 people who had 
received repeated hits to their 
heads while they were alive and 
were examined posthumously 
for degenerative brain disease. 
Sixty-eight of those people had 
such disease, which can lead to 
mood swings, dementia, depres¬ 
sion. Fifty of them had played 
football, 33 in the NFL, includ¬ 
ing Dave Duerson, the former 
Chicago Bears safety who shot 
himself fatally in the chest last 
year after sending his ex-wife a 
text message requesting that his 
brain tissue be analyzed for foot- 
ball-related damage. The study’s 
publication follows the consoli¬ 
dation this year of more than 100 
lawsuits involving more than 3,000 
former NFL players and their fami¬ 
lies, who accuse the league and 
its official helmet maker of hiding 
information about the relation¬ 
ship between injuries on the field 


and brain damage. It also follows 
the revelation this year that the 
New Orleans Saints engaged in 
a bounty program by which de¬ 
fensive players got extra money 
for knocking opponents out of 
games. In May the former San 
Diego Chargers linebacker Junior 
Seau, a veritable legend whom 
I’d known for years as Nemesis 
No. 1 of my beloved Denver Bron¬ 
cos, shot and killed himself, and in 
a heartbreaking assessment of his 
demise five months later, the San 
Diego Union-Tribune noted that 
“within two years of retiring, three 
out of four NFL players will be one 
or more of the following: alcohol 
or drug addicted; divorced; or 
financially distressed/bankrupt. 
Junior Seau was all three.” 

In the same article, the news¬ 
paper reported that the suicide 
rate for men who have played 
in the NFL is nearly six times the 
national average. The Union- 
Tribune maintains a database of 
NFL players arrested since 2000. 
The list is long, and the league 
is lousy with criminal activity so 
varied it defies belief. The quar¬ 
terback Michael Vick of course 
staged inhumane dog fights; the 
wide receiver Plaxico Burress ac¬ 
cidentally shot himself in the leg 
with a gun he’d toted illegally 
into a nightclub; the wide receiv¬ 
er Dez Bryant was accused of as¬ 
saulting his own mother. How all 
of this misfortune and all of these 
misdeeds do and don’t relate to 
one another isn’t clear. But to be 
an NFL fan these days is to feel 
morally conflicted, even morally 
compromised, because you’re 
supporting something that cor¬ 
rodes too many lives. The Chiefs 
quarterback Brady Quinn said 
Sunday that Belcher’s bloody 
end left him wondering “what 
I could have done differently.” 
That’s a question that everyone 
in the NFL should mull.Q 
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Scallops: Out of the shell and into the fire! 



DAVID TANIS 
© 2012 New York Times 

For a festive, dressy-but- 
easy first-course salad for 
the holiday season, you 
can’t go wrong with sea 
scallops. Yes, it’s true, wild 
Atlantic sea scallops (the 
ones you want) are a bit 
pricey, but that’s exactly 
why I recommend them 
as a first course. You can 
feed four people with only 
three-quarters of a pound. 
When I'm in Paris, it’s al¬ 
ways exciting to see great 
piles of sea scallops, or 
coquilles St. Jacques, still 
in their beautiful giant fan¬ 
shaped shells. Every fish 
merchant sells them this 
way; they are shucked to 
order in the blink of an eye. 
Fresh? But, of course! 

The French customarily eat 
one or two as a first course, 
sometimes baked right in 
the shell in a creamy sauce. 
An increasing number of 
modern cooks in France 
are serving thinly sliced 
raw scallops sashimi-style, 
although it’s usually called 
carpaccio and anointed 
with a zesty sauce from a 
squirt bottle. 

In the United States, where 
scallops are almost always 
sold shucked, always ask 
for wild fresh dry-packed. 
These are direct from the 
boat. Wet-pack scallops 
are treated with a solu¬ 
tion of sodium tripolyphos¬ 
phate, a preservative and 
plumpness-enhancer. Not 
recommended. 

To my mind, the best way 
to cook scallops, especially 
large sea scallops, is to sear 
them on a hot griddle (a la 
plancha) or in a cast-iron 
skillet. But the heat must 
be just right to achieve the 
crisp browned exterior, sa¬ 
vory and caramelized, that 
we desire. If the heat is too 
low, the scallops will begin 
to weep and never brown 
successfully; if it's too high, 
they’ll be blackened and 
charred with raw centers. 

It takes four to five minutes 
of careful sizzling to get the 
color you want, and a few 
more once the scallops are 
flipped. You may have to 
fiddle with that heat, but 
it's worthwhile fiddling. Your 
scallops will be crisp on the 
outside and juicy within. 
That’s really the only chal¬ 


lenging part of this elegant 
salad. You will have al¬ 
ready made a chunky, al¬ 
most salsa-like vinaigrette 
with sweet Meyer lemon 
and shallots, and readied 
a handful of pomegranate 
seeds. Colorful winter salad 
leaves like radicchio, treviso 
and Belgian endive are ar¬ 
ranged on individual plates. 
The hot-from-the griddle 
scallops, two per person, 


make their landing, and ev¬ 
erything is drizzled with the 
lemony sauce. Adorned 
with the red seeds, it is a 
first-class opener for a holi¬ 
day meal. 

Sea Scallop Salad with 
Meyer Lemon and Pome¬ 
granate 

Time: About 30 minutes 
1 Meyer lemon, peel on, 


diced very small (about 1 /2 
cup) 

1 large shallot, finely diced 
Salt and pepper 

1 tablespoon white wine 
vinegar 

Olive oil 

8 large sea scallops (about 
3/4 pound) 

Small head radicchio or 
treviso, torn into large piec¬ 
es 

2 small Belgian endives, red 
or white, leaves separated 
Handful of arugula leaves 
or watercress, optional 

1/4 cup pomegranate 
seeds 

1. Make the vinaigrette: Put 
lemon and shallot in a small 
bowl. Season with salt and 
pepper, add vinegar, and 
stir to dissolve salt. Stir in 3 
tablespoons olive oil. Taste 
and correct for salt and 
vinegar. Set aside at room 
temperature. 

2. Season sea scallops on 
both sides with salt and 
pepper. Drizzle with 2 tea¬ 
spoons olive oil. 

3. Place a wide cast-iron 
skillet over medium-high 
heat. Add 2 tablespoons 
olive oil, and swirl to coat 
bottom of pan. When oil 


(Evan Sung/The New York Times) 

looks wavy, place scallops 
carefully in pan without 
crowding. Adjust heat to 
allow scallops to sizzle brisk¬ 
ly. Do not move scallops for 
at least 2 minutes so that a 
crisp skin can form. 

4. After 2 minutes, check 
to see how scallops are 
browning. Adjust heat if 
necessary. (If heat is too 
high, scallops will blacken 
instead.) It should take 4 
to 5 minutes to get a well- 
browned surface. 

Turn scallops over with 
tongs or a small metal 
spatula, and cook for 2 to 3 
minutes more, until firm and 
cooked through. Remove 
to a plate lined with a pa¬ 
per towel, keeping scallops 
browned-side up. 

5. Divide radicchio, en¬ 
dive and arugula among 
4 large salad plates. Place 
2 warm scallops in the 
center of each plate. Stir 
vinaigrette vigorously and 
spoon about a teaspoon 
on each scallop. Drizzle re¬ 
maining vinaigrette evenly 
over each salad.Sprinkle 
with pomegranate seeds, 
and serve immediately. 
Yield: 4 servings.Q 



Sea scallop dishes can make for a festive, dressy-but-easy first- 
course salad for the holiday season. 

(Evan Sung/The New York Times) 






















